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SIX OF THE BEST! 


The Magic Sea-shell 
MARGARET J. BAKER Taree chita- 


ren find a sea-shell, and through it, meet a mermaid. 
One of the new “Flying Foal” books for younger children 
who are just ready for their first full-length story. 
Uniform with The Secret Curtains by Rosemary Garland. Illustrated 


6s. 6d. 
Elfrida and the Pig 
JOHN SYMONDS In a vein of inspired fantasy, the 


author tells how Elfrida, the Clever Child without toys, meets a Pig 
of great character. Illustrated by EDWARD ARDIZZONE _ 7s. 6d. 


Kriki the Wild Duck 
ALEXIS STEINER A true-to-nature siory by a prize- 


winning Austrian writer. Full-colour illustrations 9%” x 74” 8s. 6d. 


For Older Boys and Girls 


Easter Meeting | 
ELIZABETH WAUD The exciting adventures of 


boys and girls holidaying on a stud farm. Illustrated 10s. 6d. 


Rangatira 
N. B. TINDALE and H. A. LINDSAY 


The story of how the Maoris came to N. Zealand. “Absorbing .. . 
the authors bring imagination to the telling” — Times Lit. Supl. 


Illustrated 10s. 6d. 


Fury, Son of the Wilds 
HAZEL M. PEEL Tre story of an Austratian brumby. 
“Most impressive . . - this wild life narrative is See 


FROM HARRAP 

















Brock Science 





More Power to You 
by Herman & Nina Schneider 10/6 - 745% - 128 pages 
A simple but profound science book for ages 8-11 
Foreword by SIR JOHN COCKCROFT, 0.M, F.R.S 

This is the story of how man learned to master the elements 
and make them work for him, harnessing the sun and the wind 
and the rivers to save his aching muscles. 

‘An admirable volume. The style is good and simple, and 
such complicated mechanisms as turbine jet engines and petrol 
motors are described.’ Nursery World 

‘Large print, simple drawing, plain language make this 
admirable.’ Books and Bookmen 





TWO PICTURE SCIENCE BOOKS 
by Herman & Nina Schneider for ages 6-10 
10/6 - 9§X7% - 40 pages 


Magnificent illustrations; explicit text. The authors take 
science out of the laboratory and make it a familiar part of the 
home. 


How Big is Big ? 


An elephant is big, but a tree is bigger. Just what is bigness? 


Let’s Find Out 


A try-it-yourself book of elementary science, using articles to 
be found in the home. 





Brockhampton Press - Market Place - Leicester 

















Hans Fallada 


THAT RASCAL, FRIDOLIN 


‘The story of a badger . . . lovingly illustrated by Imrie 

Hofbauer . . . The tale is absorbing and there is a breath- 

less hunt at the end.” MADGE BURMEISTER, Guardian. 
Titus. 10s. 6d. 


Barbara Goolden 


MINTY 


The story of a lonely refugee boy and a a family of 
brothers. “ .. . a really outstanding novel for older 





children.” JEAN HOWARD, Spectator. Illus. 12s. 6d. 


Alison Uttley 


SNUG AND SERENA COUNT TWELVE 


“The —— are full of countable objects . . . My three- 
d loves it.” RICHARD GARNETT, N. —., 


year-o 


Mary Chase 


COLIN’S NAUGHTY SISTER 


A wonderful mixture of realism, fantasy and humour, by 
the author of the famous Harvey. “Exciting, fun and 
suspenseful” Books of the Month. Illus. 10s. 6d. 


Mary Nash 


WHILE MRS. COVERLET WAS AWAY 


The hilarious adventures of three children left to look 
after themselves for three weeks. Illus. 10s. 6d. 


Kathleen O’Farrell 


COUSIN ANNABELLE’S CHRISTMAS 
The story of a strange, exciting and amusing Christmas. 
“Who can resist Cousin Annabelle? . . . so much warmth 
and gaiety.” ELAINE MOSS, Books & Bookmen 

Illus. 11s. 6d. 


HEINEMANN 























Constable Autumn Books — 
What some reviewers have said — 


THE HOUSE 
WITH ROOTS* 


by Barbara Willard 


“A good example of how satisfactory 
a book can be, without a villain or 
particularly exciting events if the 
characters are sufficiently alive. One 
minds what happens to the four Pryde 
children because their conversation, 
feelings and behaviour make them 
seem real, in the same way as, for 
instance, E. Nesbit’s children seem 
real.”"——-Birmingham Post 12s 6d. 


MYSTERY IN FLORENCE* 


by Edward Fenton 


“I have no critical doubts about Mystery in Florence. It is 
first rate. Edward Fenton’s novel should delight any child 
not wholly obsessed by space flight or gymkhanas. The whole 
book, charmingly illustrated by Jane Paton, brings back- the 
rapture of that first visit to Italy.”"—-Manchester Guardian 

13s 6d. 


* Both titles chosen as “‘Star Book of the Week” by Associated Rediffusion 


COCKY AND 
THE MISSING 
CASTLE 


by Elisabeth Beresford 


“If I had to pick, 
from the younger 
authors, one who will 
be among the top 
children’s favourites in 
the future, Elisabeth 
Beresford would be 
very high on my list.” 
—wW.G.S. in Books 
and Bookmen 12s 6d 
































HAMISH HAMILTON 
a first list for 1960 


Look Books 


LOOK AT SHIPS Scott Ramsey 
LOOK AT FARMS Norman Dale 
LOOK AT THE STARS Dr. H. C. King 
LOOK AT ROADS David Le Roi 
LOOK AT THE CIRCUS Noel Streatfeild 


LOOK AT AIRCRAFT 
Air Marshall Sir Philip Joubert 


Cr. 8vo Illustrated 6s. 6d. 





Reindeer Books 


Bill Badger and the Pirates “B.B.” 
Tarriman’s Rest CHARLOTTE HOUGH 
The Television School DONALD SMEE 


The Hidden River ; 
DIANA PULLEIN-THOMPSON 


The Lord of the Castle PAULINE CLARKE 
Cr. 8vo Illustrated 8s. 6d. 





Antelope Books 





Danger on Glass Island ALAN ROSS 
The Dippers and Jo BARBARA WILLARD 
Ballooning Boy BRUCE CARTER 
The Canary Shop ROSEMARY GARLAND 
Cr, 8vo Illustrated 6s. 6d. 

















ee 
GRISHKA AND THE BEAR 
René Guillot’s story of a little boy who makes friends with 
a bear-cub when his father is unjustly banished by his tribe. 
Qs 6d net 
ey 
z THE WHITE SHADOW 
ng René Guillot tells how Frances goes with her father to 
oi French West Africa and how she meets there her ‘White 
f Shadow’ when she becomes friendly with the native girl 
ild Yagbo. 12s 6d net 
ert 
: A BUNDLE OF BALLADS 
Ruth Manning-Sanders has edited a collection of the best 
English and Scottish ballads— heroic, humorous, tragic, 
- weirdly beautiful. The book is illustrated in colour by 
B.” William Stobbs. 155 net 
3H 
EE TALES FROM CHAUCER ; 
IN Eleanor Farjeon has retold The Canterbury Tales, retaining 
all the liveliness of the original. 15s net 
éd. 
MERRILY ON HIGH 
A new collection of carols for all the family, arranged by 
SS Guthrie Foote so that they may easily be played and sung. 
Illustrated on every page by Charles Keeping. 15s net 
RD 
‘ER . , 
ND Oxford University Press 
“. bis A 
CAN CARAS CAPA DCAWRI CANA D CAVA I CAWAI CARAS 
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— not the examination, but the age level, marks the start of 
interests which will then rapidly develop. Edmund Ward, the 
publishers of the following forthcoming or recent books, beiieve 
that all of them offer the child of this age interest, help, stimu- 
lation in the clearly obvious subjects dealt with. 


Road Builder 


Book 6 in the ‘Men of Action’ Series covers, in the usual on-the- 
spot manner, a most important branch of Civil Engineering, the job 
of building roads. It presents accurate facts in an easy-to-follow style, 
introducing roads under contruction, bridge building, tunnels, and 
the complicated planning necessary to these giant operations. From 
this can be understood the skill and training required by the engineers 
who conceive such projects and carry them out, and the opportunities 
the profession offers. by Eric LEYLAND. 9s. 6d. net. March. 


The Lullaby Book 


by LEsLIE DaIKkEN. For all those with an interest in the welfare of 
young children and for girls interested in the history and development 
of nursery 41 and folk-lore here is a en eae and illus- 
trated book. It tells the centuries-old story of the lullaby in many lands 
and languages, giving words and music for about 38 cradle songs. 
10s. 6d. net. Brudite and charming.” Sunday Times. 


Fun with Short Waves 


by GitBerT Davey, author of the popular Fun with Radio, and radio 
correspondent of Boy’s Own Paper since 1949. His new book for the 
young radio enthusiast today deals with the decametric or short-wave 
band and the fun there is in high frequencies for the amateur. Many 
illustrations ; many sets to make. lls. 6d. net March. 


Comet Round the World 


by Eric LEYLAND and T. E. Scott-Cuarp, of BOAC. Book Five in 
the Hunter Hawk Series provides another exciting adventure for boys 
combining facts about up-to-date flying procedure with action and 
brilliant detection. Line drawings throughout. 7s. 6d. met. Jan. 


+ 

Lacrosse: Playing and Coaching 
MaRGARET Boyp, the outstanding international player and coach, has 
written a working manual for beginners, experienced players and 
teachers alike. It sets out all the techniques required to play lacrosse, 
gives advice on equipment and clothing, attempts to define the quali- 
ties required in a coach, and conveys much of the spirit of the game. 
37 illustrations. 12s. 6d. net. 


The Young Sculptor 

by Harvey WEIss. A practical introduction to sculpturing, giving step- 
by-step instructions in handling clay, plasticine, papier-mache, wire, 
wood and stone. Over 50 photographs of great world sculpture appear 
throughout the text. Two colours throughout. 17s. 6d. net. 


The last two above are published by Nicholas Kaye. 

















he- 
job 
yle, 
in 


ties 


: of 
ent 
lus- 
nds 
ngs. 















CYNTHIA HARNETT 


The Load of Unicorn 


From the author of the Carnegie Medal winner, The Woolpack comes another 
fine historical story. The rivalry between Caxton, master printer, and the scriv- 
eners who lived by copying books by hand provides the framework; the hero is 
young Bendy who throws in his lot with Caxton, and tries to save a load of paper 
with the unicorn watermark for his master. Illustrated by the author 15s 


THE HAUNTED ISLAND 


Miep Diekmann sets his book in the Dutch East Indies. A political prisoner is 
on the run, and a boy is faced with the decision whether to help him. For 10-12 
year olds. illustrated, 10s 6d 


NEXT TIME STORIES 


Donald Bissett. Another delightful nonsense book for small children, by the 
author-artist of Some Time Stories. Illustrated, 7s 6d 


THE SINGING TOWN 


Thorbjern Egner's delicious blend of story. colour pictures and music, the tale 
of three robbers in Kardemomma Town, is a notable success. 12s 6d 


Tomi Ungerer’s gloriously off-beat story of a 
warm-hearted boa-constrictor. Alpha plus, this 
book. 9s 6d 














LOOK! NEW BURKE BOOKS! 





MAN AND HIS CONQUESTS 


A brilliant new series of Burke books for boys and girls. 


These are amongst the most beautifully produced books that 
boys and girls have ever been offered. Under the supervision 
of Francis Boucrot and lithographed in ‘the Netherlands by Jan 
de Lange, both text and illustrations match the magnificence 


of the themes. 


THE CONQUEST 
OF AIR 


An utterly absorbing book 
for any y or girl. The 
story of meteors and rain- 
bows, of cyclones and tor- 
nadoes, of wind worship and 
waterspouts. It covers the 
whole story of — fi A to 
conquer space, from Father 
de leat flying ship to jet 


propulsion and the Sputnik 
. « + with superb illustrations 
on every page. 15s. 


THE CONQUEST 
OF FIRE 


This is the story of man’s 
harnessing of fire, from the 
ancient fire gods to the 
modern industrial revolution 
- - + full of fascinating facts 
about fireworks and fiestas, 
firemarks, engines, alchemy, 
coal, heat engines and a 
hundred other topics to 
enthral a child (and even 
absorb an adult). 15s. 























ASKEWS OF PRESTON 


The firm whose reputation stands second 
to none as suppliers of library books for young 
people of all ages 





Large and varied selection. Immense 
stocks, spacious showrooms. Inspection 
cordially invited 














JAMES ASKEW & SON, LTD. 
CORPORATION ST. — PRESTON 
Telephone 5049 




















THE HORN BOOK, INC. % . 
of BOSTON, U.S.A. Penguins 


announces 


| 
» y i 

’ A Horn Book Sampler $ || Pelicans 

x edited by ( P uffins 

Noama R. Frvatr IN CLOTH BINDINGS 
introduction by 

» 
» 


BERTHA MAHONY MILLER i * 
x y : P 
y All titles in these famous 
} Representative articles from the ¢ : : 


first twenty-five years of The ¥ poner available ly = 
} Horn Book Magazine, of en- Y washable, waterproof clo 


interest and value for % bindings 
librarian, teacher or ¥ * 


8vo. 272 pp. Price: 
' JOHN BIRKS LTD. 
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*« / 
Published in Bnglend by % WOODLANDS HOUSE 


B F. STEvENS & Brown Lp. ¢ THONGSBRIDGE 


79 Duke St., Grosvenor Sq. ¥ E ’ 
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Modern American Books for 
Modern English Children 
by ALICE BROOKS McGuire 


HE question of what juvenile books, 
currently appearing in the United States, 
would constitute acceptable reading fare for 
English children is a provocative one. Better 
answers might be provided by some English 
librarian, who is well-versed in American children’s 
books. Certainly she would know her clientéle much 
better than a school librarian in faraway Texas. 
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However, this Texas librarian has found the question 
an intriguing one on which to ponder and offers 
herewith a few rambling results of her musing. 

There are three facets to the question. Two are 
attuned to the objectives of any librarian, teacher, or 
parent concerned with the reading progress of 
children. First, what kinds of American books will 
capture and hold the reading interests of English 
children? Surely any book must promise high appeal 
to merit a British edition. Secondly, what types of 
books, what subject areas, and what specific titles are 
sufficiently worthwhile to warrant publication abroad? 
We need to select material that has substance, literary 
quality and inherent values to challenge the mind and 
to foster understanding and friendship between the 
children of the two countries. The final facet of the 
problem is a very practical one, dealing with dollars 
and cents (or should we say, shillings and pence?). 
What titles would British publishers find financially 
remunerative to bring out in English editions? ‘This 
writer can promise no definite answer to the third 
query except to express a feeling that when certain 
types of books or specific authors have constant 
popularity among children everywhere, there will be 
a ready-made market. 

One day, when this article was still in the pondering 
stage, the writer asked a class of lively twelve year-olds 
to think along the same lines. The first response was 
prompt and seasonal, coming from the masculine 
element — “Why, baseball stories, of course.” A 
little consideration by the group in answer to the 
question, “Would you like to read an English story 
about cricket?” led to a veto on sports stories that were 
too exclusively American. One girl suggested that 
animals — particularly dogs and horses — had a 
universal appeal. The class agreed and _ several 
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examples were cited. After this, suggestions flowed 
freely and all were eager to share their favourite books 
and authors with their English cousins. Many good 
ideas emerged and at the end of the hour, their 
youthful sights had widened perceptibly. Some of 
their worthwhile suggestions are incorporated in the 
subsequent discussion. 


The crux of the matter seems to boil down to this 
important point. In the “republic of childhood,” so 
vividly described in Paul Hazard’s Books, Children 
and Men (13), there are many strong bonds of interest 
which can traverse the seven seas through the medium 
of good books. 


One prevalent and timeless area of literature is the 
four-dimensional story in which the characters soar 
into the realm of fantasy. England has given us many 
superb examples over the years. Fortunately we also 
have imaginative writers who offer attractive reading 
fare of this type, worth sharing with children of other 
countries. 


Having wishes come true through the medium of 
magic has always been a favourite theme. For 
example, Mary Norton’s Bedknob and Broomstick 
(29) is very popular among American children. Do 
English youngsters in turn enjoy the delightful fantasy 
and humour of our Edward Eager’s Half Magic 
Series (7)? The escapades of its characters, and 
subsequently of their offspring, are reminiscent of 
some of E. Nesbit’s books. One boy in our school, 
after reading about the experiences of Mark and his 
sisters with the half magic coin, remarked on the 
similarity to Miss Nesbit’s Enchanted Castle (3). 
Mitchell Dawson’s Magic Firecrackers (6) also 
combines the intrigue of wishes-come-true with 
laughter, while Joan Howard’s The 13th Is Magic 
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(19) brings enchantment into the lives of two New 
York children when a black cat named Merlin comes 
to live in their apartment house. 

Another intriguing theme is the “Tom Thumb” 
twist. Our children have taken The Borrowers (28) 
to their hearts and have welcomed each succeeding 
book about the tribulations of Pod, Homily and 
Arrietty. Perhaps English children would enjoy The 
Tune is in the Tree (26), a delightful bit of fantasy 
relating the adventures of a little girl who meets 
magic when she becomes tiny enough to live among 
the birds. Yes, children develop real comradeship 
as they explore the land of fantasy together ! 

Animal stories have a perennial popularity, as the 
little girl from Texas has observed, and each year 
there is a lush crop from which to choose. E. B. 
White’s Charlotte’s Web (35) may not achieve quite 
the stature of Wind in the Willows (11), but the 
affectionate friendship between the pig and the little 
spider has captured the hearts of children everywhere. 
In a more recent story, Roderick Huff’s Chip (20), 
another delightful friendship develops — this time 
between a small boy, a talking caterpillar named 
Burfur, an old turtle, and a Phoebe bird. 

Any new book by Marguerite Henry is always in 
great demand in American libraries and her books 
contain nothing that makes them _ exclusively 
American. Probably the first choice would be her 
Newbery Award winning book, King of the Wind 
(17) which chronicles the harrowing experiences of 
the little Arabian ancestor of Man-of-War, but Misty 
of Chincoteague (18) would be a close second. 
Cinnabar, the One-O’clock Fox (16) is an amusing, 
tongue-in-cheek account of a fox hunt told from the 
viewpoint of Cinnabar as he leads George Washington 
and the hounds a merry chase over hill and dale. 
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Jim Kjelgaard’s many dog stories should also have 
high appeal. Big Red (22) is the favourite of 
American children but one of his current books, 
Rescue Dog of the High Pass (24), which relates the 
beginnings of dog rescue work in the Alps, deals with 
a more universal topic. Black Fawn (23), published 
in 1958, has real sensitivity as well as a fine plot. 
Another prime favourite is Joseph Lippincott, the 
publisher, who writes of American wild-life. The 
Wahoo Bobcat (25) has been read and re-read many 
times by one of our boys because he “thinks it is the 
greatest book ever written.” And let us not forget 
versatile Meindert DeJong, also a Newbery winner. 
His beautiful and sensitive stories of smaller animals 
in need of love and protection rank among his finest 
work. Animal life is such a fertile field of writing 
for young people that sometimes it is difficult to select 
from the many titles appearing each year. The 
recently established Aurianne Award, made annually 
to the American author of an animal story best 
promoting humaneness in children, could form the 
basis of selection for English editions in this area. 

Are English children as fascinated by science fiction 
as their American counterparts? If so, there is a 
rapidly-growing field from which to choose. Robert 
Heinlein holds a respected position as an author of 
space stories. His Rocket Ship Galileo (15) is 
perennially popular while his newer book, Have 
Space Suit, Will Travel (14) has captured the fancy 
of boy readers, not only because of its plot, but also 
because of the relationship of its title to a popular 
T.V. western programme, “Have Gun, Will Travel.” 
Younger children seem to have caught space fever, 
too, and there are even books for them. We shall 
always be grateful to Ellen MacGregor for the 
hilarious but scientifically plausible adventures of 
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Miss Pickerell on Mars and elsewhere (27), while 
the celestial meanderings of Space Cat (33), 
appropriately named Flyball, have become exciting 
fare for younger space fans. 

Since there is a veritable flood of science fiction 
appearing today, discrimination should be the keynote 
here because far too many are mediocre in calibre, 
too closely akin to “Tom Swift” and his ilk. Science 
fiction, however, need not deal with outer space. Chad 
Oliver’s Mists of Dawn (30) uses a time-machine to 
transport young readers back into prehistoric times. 
This young science fiction writer came and talked at 
our school on how to write good science fiction. One 
hundred and ten children brought personal copies of 
his book to an autograph party in the library 
afterwards. 

There are many stories of present day child life in 
America which should prove entertaining to English 
readers as well and at the same time promote better 
understanding of family life in America. Two 
popular authors in this area who offer happy reading 
hours to both children and adults are Beverly Cleary 
and Carolyn Haywood. This pair has created boy 
heroes whose escapades are humorous, natural pictures 
of boy life, never exceeding the realm of possibility. 
Once English children have been introduced to Miss 
Cleary’s Henry Huggins (5) or Miss Haywood’s 
Tittle Eddie (12), they will wish to read every book 
chronicling the hilarious adventures of both. 

Fiction is not necessarily the only type of literature 
worthy of English editions. Hero worship is a 
common denominator among children of all lands. In 
the United States we are justly proud of our growing 
collection of biographies for young people. Practically 
every period, field or vocation on which man has left 
his mark, has been treated biographically — political 
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figures, national and international in stature, scientists, 
artists, sportsmen, and humanitarians have had their 
stories told in vividly fictionized, albeit accurate style. 


I well remember when Helen Keller’s The Story 
of My Life (21) was one of only three acceptable 
American biographies for young people. How 
different it is today! Among the 1959 crop there are 
even two new biographies on Miss Keller, Valiant 
Companions (34) by Helen E. Waite and The Helen 
Keller Story (31) by Catherine Owens Peare. Each 
gives a vivid portrayal of the heroine’s valiant struggle 
to become a dynamic citizen of the world despite her 
great affliction. Among Katherine Shippen’s many 
distinguished books is Moses (31), which presents the 
story of the great Hebrew leader in true epic style, 
making the pages of Exodus come excitingly alive for 
boys and girls. Three biographies of 1958 found a 
place on the annual list of Notable Children’s Books 
(1). The Man Who Was Don Quixote (4) by 
Rafaello Busoni describes Cervantes’ adventurous 
life; Lee of Virginia (10) by Douglas Freeman is 
a well-documented, mature picture of the great 
Confederate general; and Willa (9) by Ruth 
Franchere reconstructs the Nebraska girlhood of a 
major American author as a_ lively’ narrative. 
American biography contains many stimulating 
accounts of world figures, capable of challenging the 
youth of any country. 


The field of informational books — particularly 
those dealing with science and the countries of the 
world — is a rapidly growing one. Here is an easier 
area of choice as publishers have only to seek 
appropriate books to cover needed subjects or to 
contract for any one of the several subject series now 
on the American market, just as we in the States are 
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using the Marie Neurath books from England to such 
advantage. 

But, according to Miss Elizabeth Nesbitt, past 
president of the Children’s Services Division of the 
American Library Association, there are two types of 
non-fiction. One is the indispensable kind which gives 
needed information and fact in up-to-date, accurate 
and readable style. The authors are people who know 
their field and are capable of holding the attention 
of young readers. There are other authors, however, 
who have dealt with non-fiction in which up-to-dateness 
is not essential. Miss Nesbitt suggests that such books 
as Caves of the Great Hunters (2) or the Katherine 
Binney Shippen books have a rare, timeless quality 
and beauty of style which rank them as true literature. 
Books of this type — impervious as they are to the 
march of time — would be worthy choices for English 
children. 

The titles mentioned in this very rambling 
discussion are not intended to be actual recom- 
mendations for English publication. Indeed. some of 
them have already appeared in England. They are 
merely examples of the areas in literature which might 
be worthy of survey and consideration. Each year 
so many new children’s books are published in 
America that even our own librarians have trouble 
choosing the best ones on which to spend their limited 
funds. Hence it would be an arduous task to produce 
a pat list of recommendations. Instead of listing titles 
it might be wiser to formulate a policy and suggest 
some on-going procedure for selection. 

For example, there are a number of awards for 
literary merit given to specific books each year, ranging 
from the Newbery and Caldecott medals, the 
Aurianne Award, etc., to the several titles appearing 
on the annual list of Boys’ Clubs of America selections. 
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A regular scrutiny of the winners as well as their 
runners-up might form a reasonable basis of choice. 

“Great Books” projects offer another channel of 
study. Mary K. Eakin, former Director of the 
Children’s Book Center at the University of Chicago 
has just edited a comprehensive guide entitled Good 
Books for Children (8). This is a critically evaluated 
and fully annotated list of 1,000 books considered best 
among those published during the period, 1949-1957. 
An even more selective list will be completed for the 
1960 Montreal Conference of the American Library 
Association. It is called Books Worth Their Keep 
and covers the five year period, 1950-1954. Why 
could not evaluative lists of “great books” such as these 
form guideposts to good American children’s books 
worth issuing in English editions? ‘They could then 
be supplemented currently by the annual lists of 
Notable Children’s Books (1) issued by the American 
Library Association. The list for 1958, which has 


just appeared, has culled thirty-four titles from the 


bewildering output of that year. 

My final recommendation (which I hope is not too 
far-fetched) would be to appoint a joint board of 
selection from our Children’s Book Council and a 
similar editorial group in England to pass judgment 
on potential titles from each annual crop. American 
Publishing houses could then submit to this board each 
year a limited number of titles which they believe 
would have reading appeal, timelessness, and sales 
value in England. From their nominations the board 
should be able to prepare a truly worthwhile and 
selective list of books which we in America would 
be proud to share with English children. 

No matter what the method of choice (and probably 
all three might be used), we need to channel good 
books to other countries as effective messengers of 
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goodwill. Their influence on world understanding 
should not be under-estimated. In the closing pages 
of Books, Children and Men (13), Paul Hazard 
makes clear just how important this is when he writes : 
“Yes, children’s books keep alive a sense of nationality; 
but they keep alive a sense of humanity. They 
describe their native land lovingly, but they also 
describe faraway lands where unknown brothers live. 
They understand the essential quality of their own 
race ; but each of them is a messenger that goes beyond 
mountains and rivers, beyond the seas, to the very ends 
of the world in search of new friendships. Every 
country gives and every country receives — 
innumerable are the exchanges — and so it comes 
about that in our first impressionable years the 
universal republic of childhood is born.” 
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After Bath - Fourteen Years After 
by M. CroucH 


EADING Cape’s house-journal recently | 

have learned of the death, at the age of 

68, of Vaughan Wilkins. He will be 

remembered best as a charming and successful 

romantic novelist. To me he is, before 
anything else, the author of After Bath. 

After Bath ; or (if you prefer) The remarkable 
case of the flying hat, was a story of the war, to my 
mind the most interesting children’s book produced 
in this country by that disturbance. It was published, 
in 1945, at a bad time for books of any quality, and 
it is evidence of its surprising persistence that it 
remains in print. After Bath is a minority book ; 
people who, like myself, love it love it dearly, faults 
and all ; the others dislike it heartily. 

His Wizesty Mr. J. A. P. O. Minchin, Lord 
Wizard of Minchester, has a State Moustache (to be 
changed on Sundays) from which his power springs. 
He also has a wife, Her Minchesty Mrs. Minchin, 
whose hat (a flying hat of course) is useful for 
running errands like shopping for pins or caraway 
seeds or fetching the spare Moustache from the 
laundry. One day (it is a Sunday) the hat does not 
return, and this catastrophe is followed by the revolt 
of Maximilian, the left Seven-Mile Boot. That is 
why William and Garland, with MacAlpin the Kolar 
bear, go on their great quest for a renewal of supply 
of magic. 

Now all this sounds (and is) like the stuff that most 
imaginative parents invent to amuse their children in 
the half-hour before bedtime (after bath, in fact). It 
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is merely a little more consistent, and a great deal 
better told, than most. With the departure of 
William and Garland, however, the story gradually 
takes charge, and the later chapters, for all their 
maddening private allusions and their outrageous jokes, 
become steadily more splendid in invention and heroic 
and pathetic in mood. Like another wartime story, 
The Wind on the Moon, After Bath starts off as a 
frolic and ends as a story of the struggle between good 
and evil. 

The book is rather long. Like most stories which 
start off as improvisations it is episodic and there is 
too frequently a relaxation of tension. Unlike most 
improvised narrative, however, there is a strong basic 
theme and unusual honesty in the working out. At 
no time does the author forget that the liberty that 
fantasy confers is not licence. He keeps relentlessly 
to his self-imposed rules, as his hero fights his way 
painfully through the Unmagic Lands where the 
fantasy-writer’s friend, Magic, is forbidden. Whatever 
its faults After Bath is a model to any writer who 
ventures for the first time into this perilous land of 
fantasy. 

Many of the Episodes are richly imaginative. I 
have always liked the chapters, equally dramatic and 
comic, in which William’s quest brings him to the 
house in Cloud Forest occupied by a dear old white 
haired lady “in a black silk dress, with a white fleecy 
shawl round her shoulders.” ‘This is Mrs. Gress, 
whose initial (would you have guessed it?) is O. 
Among Mrs. Gress’s possessions are the hen and harp, 
somewhat damaged since Jack first found them after 
climbing the beanstalk. The harp lays excellent, 
though small, eggs ; the hen relays (if the pun may 
be forgiven) the B.B.C. Home Service. “The refined 
Oxford accent of the announcer came over very 
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peculiarly through the bird’s beak.” Mrs. Gress 
keeps her teeth (a spine-chilling touch) in the 
bathroom ; they are “curving fangs that seemed to 
snarl even in the tumbler.” ‘There are some terrifying 
happenings in Mrs. Gress’s house, but the episode adds 
to William’s party an unforgettable character, Agony, 
a very young maidservant with a sharp tongue and 
great heroic qualities. The reader who doesn’t 
surrender to Agony’s charm is a poor creature indeed; 
she deserves her handsome naval officer (the 
transmogrified MacAlpin) at the end. 

I like very much too the last major episode when 
William at last reaches M.C.B. (Magic Control 
Board) and wins the reward of his courage and 
endurance. This promises to be a good gentle satire 
on the Civil Service. The many Mr. Furrows, all of 
whom look exactly alike, are perfect civil servants, 
with their devotion to forms (MRF 3 — Magic 
Renewal Form, and the like) and their skill in passing 
the buck. All good fun, but not more. When 
William at last reaches the Mr. Furrow whose name 
is Mr. Daisy, the wayward, oddly-fascinating story 
suddenly becomes deeply serious and moving, as the 
Director of M.C.B. explains the basic principles of 
his department: “If we never exacted the price of 
hard work and sacrifice for magic, or always forgave 
the debt, magic would become so common that it 
wouldn’t be worth having.” 

Not all the book is of this order. Some of the fun 
is trivial (but always a child’s fun rather than fun 
that adults think children will like). Some of the 
drama is melodramatic. It is possible that at another 
time the author might have been moved to revise out 
of existence some of the cruder jokes and to shorten 
the whole story drastically. Many of the topicalities 
(the Gremlin Academy and others) must merely 
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puzzle the children of the children for whom they 
were invented. Few books are so widely open to 
criticism; fewer still remain basically so sound when 
all criticisms have been answered. How many 
children have —- how many will continue to do so — 
joined delightedly in the final triumph when the 
invisible trumpets hrumph to greet the return of magic 
to Minchester? 


gs 


Illustration by D. Stanley from The Borrowers Afloat (Dent) 






































Foreign Books 


FRENCH 


Botanp, S. Isabelle . . Desclée de Brouwer 

Charming in its illustrations, Isabelle is the story of the 
seven kingdoms of delight enjoyed by a child. They are the 
beauty and variety of flowers, the happy security of home, 
the joys of country life, the friendship of animals, the pleasure 
of painting and the enchanted worlds of books and music. 

The compass is small but the book could be enjoyed by 
girls in the lower forms. Knowledge of the subjects treated 
would help in the understanding of the text. 





Bosco, H. Bargabot. English readers: Advanced 
Gallimard approx. 550 frs. 
This tale depends greatly on a previous book, for the 
illumination of its many recollective references to characters 
and circumstances. It reads as a half-enchanted interlude in 
the life of a boy who has always lived on his imagination and 
who, in his growing up, is deprived even of that companionship 
which brought him consolation in earlier days. It is a study 
rather than a story, in a mood of muted melancholy. Its 
bouquet is a little too refined for the common palate, and it 
will find a limited readership. 


Ezo. Mon Gendre L’Hippopotame 
Fernand Nathan, Paris (VIe) 

This gay little story has fun in every page. The first 
part deals with the exploits of “my son-in-law the 
hippopotamus” as told by an old lady to two small children, 
Mistigri and Soledad. When her inventiveness flags she sends 
him back to Africa and the children set out after him with 
many amusing adventures by the way. 

Readers of 11 years and more would be enchanted by 
the liveliness and wit employed in the telling of this charming 
mixture of fact and fancy. ; 





Forton, J. Cantemerle. English readers: Inter- 

mediate a oe aa Gallimard approx. 550 frs. 
Three resourceful, wayward children spend the long 
summer holiday at a country house, running wild in_ the 
grounds, though closely over-seen indoors by two maiden aunts, 
quite unlike those of the present generation. The children’s 
peccadilloes include a midnight fishing expedition with an 
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amiable poacher, and the hair-brained pursuit of supposed 
criminals which ends in humiliation for them. This is not 
an adventure story but a slice of well-remembered childhood 
of which the flavour is pungently French. In pace it dawdles 
a little and dies without fuss, but it is most pleasing as 
literature. Though a book about children rather than for 
them, it is simply, as well as finely, expressed. 


Kespi, E. Silvana ‘ P Desclée de Brouwer 


Silvana is a story of fairy-tale quality, for the heroine 
is a little girl living in a small village on the shores of Lake 
Garda who by a series of fortunate happenings eventually 
becomes a writer of stories for Children’s Hour and an 
announcer on Radio Milan. Silvana’s parents are poor but 
her home is happy and she lives in a world of mingled fantasy 
and everyday duties. She makes friends with a French boy, 
Robert, with whom she exchanges stories and dreams. The 
war intervenes but afterwards Silvana meets a Director of 
Radio Milan. Some of her radio stories are embodied in the 
narrative and the last one brings her again into contact with 
Robert. The happy ending will satisfy young readers whose 
interest will be held throughout the book. Silvana certainly 
deserves a place in the school library. (For girls from 12 


to 15.) 


MerIMEE, P. Colomba. Illus. by F. Funcken 

French readers: all ages. English readers: 
Intermediate / Advanced ‘ ‘ Casterman 180 frs. 
The series comprises French and world classics. This 
tale of a Corsican girl’s thirst for vengeance is at once 
compelling and repelling. The once remote island, being now 
accessible to English tourists and much favoured by them, 
can perhaps lay claim to a.topical appeal. This story conveys 
its thrall and romance with spirit. It can be commended to 

the understanding of older boys and girls. 


Three new translations appearing simultaneously in this 
collection are: Olivier Twist jCharles Dickens), Le Grillon 
du Foyer (Charles Dickens) and Sinbad le Marin. 


PoinsENET, M. D. Les Sept Voiles de mon Bateau 
Desclée de Brouwer 
This little book, beautifully produced, tells in brief outline 
the story of seven saints who illustrate in their lives the Seven 
Gifts of the Holy Spirit. St. Thomas Aquinas is an obvious 
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example of one who received the Gift of Understanding, while 
none exemplifies the infusion of holy wisdom so truly as the 
Blessed Virgin. 

The book is intended for children of 9 to 12 years but 
the teacher, too, could find it a help to exposition of the 
meaning of the Pentecost. 


SouveLier, Cu-L. La Fantastique Expédition Star 

Editions Fleurus, Paris VI 
This book is one of a collection of adventure stories in 
the Jules Verne tradition and tells of an expedition to a 
remote valley where prehistoric flora and fauna and a few 
cavemen of the stone age still flourish. It is a well-told 
lively tale. The short chapters with plenty of dialogue make 
for easy reading and it should be enjoyed by both boys and 

girls of 12 to 14 years. 


GERMAN 


CHow CHunGc CHEN. Kleine Sampan 
H. R. Sauerlander Verlag 
This is a long autobiographical story but by no means 
so formidable as it appears, and well worth the effort of reading. 
The language is straightforward and presents little difficulty 


except of vocabulary. The story itself is exceedingly 
interesting, showing the efforts of a mandarin’s daughter in 
China to break away from age old tradition, and secure for 
herself an education at home and abroad. The background 
of family life, tradition and customs is most detailed and 
interesting, and the only jarring note to an adult is the 
author’s astonishing facility in falling in love, but this may 
be a recommendation to likely girl readers! The development 
of the author’s life makes the reader realise both sides of 
this revolutionary movement, and though naturally favourable 
to progress she may yet spare a little sympathy for parents 
so luckless in their children and thwarted in and by all they 
hold most dear. 


Koenic, L. Gringolo 
Velag fiir Jugend u. Volk, Wien 
Kornic, L. Timba 
Velag fiir Jugend u. Volk, Wien 
Despite the well woven and solid background of natura 
history, these are real stories with subject matter of interest 
to older than the specified age group. 
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1g, while In the first, Kiki, an eight year-old girl, has a dormouse 
ly as the pet and in the second the dormouse having been returned to 
its natural environment, the child receives a puppy in its place. 

rears but Kiki is a volatile and unusual child who remains the 
of the central figure through whose personal story much information 
about the animals is indirectly conveyed. Occasionally the 

animals take the stage on their own account but these 

interpolations blend easily with the main story and the animals 

— are natural and never humanised. 

stories in The author has an easy, humorous style and shows 
mn to a knowledge and a true awareness of the child mind. Copiously 
id a few and carefully illustrated and attractive on first sight each 
well-told book has a final chapter giving concise details about dormice 


we —~ and dogs respectively. Elementary and intermediate grades. 
S an : , : , 
. WortHE, F. Schwarz ist der Himmel in Turkestan 


Tyroler Verlag 
An early 16th century historical story based on the 
records of Zadimar Muhammad, later Babur, King of 
Fergana at the age of 12, and destined to be a great conqueror 
nO means and founder of the Mogul dynasty of India. This exciting 
f reading, story deals with his early life and his battles to secure his 
difficulty kingdom against treachery in his own city and attacks by a 
ceedingly more powerful neighbour, the Uzbekan Khan. 
ughter in The story begins in easy, homely fashion and continues 
ecure for through siege and battle to Babur’s triumph over these 
ckground enemies. The background is strong and fascinating. The 
tiled and sentence structure is simple and the chapters short so that 
t is the no student with a fair vocabulary should have any real 
this may difficulty. For advanced grades. 


velopment Nauvjok, R. Der Herr der Dune . Thienemann 
sides of The small fishing village of Negeln on the Baltic coast 
avourable is constantly threatened with destruction by the shifting sand 
F parent dunes. Martin becomes the village herdsman when _his 
y all they widowed mother refuses to allow him to be a fisherman, and 
during the long hours watching the cattle, the boy thinks 
much of the continual menace. His experiments in planting 
trees to hold the sands are laughed at by the villagers and 
are only gradually successful, but sufficiently so to engage 
the interest of a visiting professor, also investigating the effects 
f natural of de-forestation. Martin leaves home to live with the 
£ interest Inspector of Forestry and eventually helps a government party 
to plant trees and save the village. 
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There is plenty of incident, some interplay and 
development of character, a slight love interest and a solid 
background of a different kind of life, and problems unknown 
here. Easy to read, with short chapters, though the humour 
is occasionally heavy-handed. For intermediate readers. 


Illustration by D. F. Maxted from Rangatira (Harrap) 
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FOR CHILDREN UNDER TEN 


Baker, M. J. The Magic Seashell. Illus. by M. A. 

Watts. 95 pp. 74 X 5 : ‘ . Harrap 6/6 
This full Icngth story for young readers hitherto 
satisfied by the short one, seems to cater quite admirably for 
its clientéle. Three children whose father is missing, 
presumed lost, in the Antarctic, find a seashell in their 
Mother’s boarding house at Brighton. ‘This seashell puts 
them in touch with a mermaid who brings them adventures 
and the granting of their several wishes. Miss Baker writes 
well with a fluency that makes magic and the everyday into 
a rich and happy mixture. The children are real and lively 
and their feelings are shown in detail. The theme is not 
unusual and some parts are worn and threadbare, but the 
story is handled with dexterity and verve sufficient to produce 

a spirited and satisfying little book. 


CuasE, M. Colin’s Naughty Sister. Illus. by H. 
Berson. 221 pp. 8} X 54 ‘ Heinemann 10/6 
Several quite good ideas go astray in this, the first 
children’s book by the author of the play, Harvey, perhaps 
because she has started too many hares and not bothered to run 
any of them down. It is mainly about a palace full of bored 
miniature beings, or rather about the children they entice to 
their domain by appealing to the more fallible side of each 
child’s nature. There are some attempts at amateur 
psychology, but such issues as are raised are side-stepped and 
the naughty sister’s conversion is made in an ugly manner 
and for the wrong reasons. There are a few good moments, 
but too often the reader is encouraged to laugh at rudeness 
and slyness and silliness, and the children’s slang seems 
invented to display the author’s knowledge of “cute modern 
kids” instead of coming naturally, as it does from Mrs. 
Enright’s Melendy children. Nor is it at all “cute” — there 
is a prevailing undercurrent of unpleasantness which seems 
to motivate almost everyone but the mother. Altogether a 
queer mixture of fantasy, sophistication, sentiment and common 
brashness. 
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Cockett, M. When Felicity was small. Illus. by 
R. G. Robinson. 64 pp. 74 X 5 ‘ Harrap 5/- 
Here is yet another volume for the very young, designed 
to be read aloud. The short stories show a series of simple 
but interesting everyday incidents that belong, and are vital 
to, the young child but the simplicity is spoiled by padding. 
There is certainly not the classic clearness and sharpness of 
line so necessary to this kind of brief sketch and the resultant 
impression though lively is blurred. The incidents are well 
chosen, the children are real, and apart from the blemishes 
mentioned, this is a pleasant quiet little book with clear homely 
illustrations. 


Grimm. The Sleeping Beauty. Illus. by F. Hoffman 
32 pp. 113 X 84 4 : ‘ ‘ 0.U.P. 12/6 

Hoffman’s Wolf and the seven little kids was by a long 
way the best picture-book last year. His new book is not quite 
in that class, but it is still very good indeed. He gets more 
charm and fun out of animals than humans. The cat in this 
book is consistently charming, the grotesque humans come next, 
lastly the principles, which can hardly have been the intended 
order. 

The Sleeping Beauty is nevertheless a most distinguished 
picture book, beautifully designed page by page, and with an 
enchanting briar-rose endpaper. Children who have not had 
their palates spoilt by English pretty-pretty pictures will enjoy 
the colour, the humour, and the strength of a great illustrator’s 
work. 


NasH, M. While Mrs. Coverlet was Away. Illus. 

by G. Price. 133 pp. 84 X 5%  . Heinemann 10/6 
Hilarity is a difficult note to sustain especially when it 

is tinged with sentiment but this author manages both pretty 
well in a book that is not too long for its situation. The 
three Persever children are left, or rather manage to be left, 
alone while their widowed father is investigating a legacy of 

a tin mine in New Zealand and their housekeeper is called 
away to an emergency in Duluth. The Toad, the youngest, 

is craftily kept out of the clutches of the earnest spinster 
neighbour and to augment diminished financial resources they 
are able to make use of his fabulous-cat sauce, originally 
invented to tempt the appetite of a finicky mother cat and 
her kittens. Malcolm also contrives to quiet his peculiar 
conscience without crossing his fingers and a very happ 
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“A born story-teller ... 


“these three tales, as inconsequent and as moral as true 
legends, leap along at a great pace, and the second story, 
‘Roger and the Crot,’ is wildly funny without being a 
whit less moral.” — RICHARD GARNETT, reviewing The 
Pot of Gold in the NEW STATESMAN. 


Aaron Fudah’s books :— 
Tommy with the Hole in his Shoe 


Drawings by Sheila Hawkins. 9/6 


The Adventures of Henrietta Hen 


Drawings by Sheila Hawkins. 8/6 
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Basil Chimpy Isn’t Bright 


Drawings by Sheila Hawkins. 8/6 


Miss Hare & Mr Tortoise 


Drawings by Sheila Hawkins. 7/6 


The Pot of Gold 


Drawings by Mervyn Peake. 9/6 


God & Mr Sourpuss 
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Books Make Ideal Gifts 





Poo and Pushti 


Once again K. NIXON has produced 
a book which will not only delight 
the younger reader but will also give 
pleasure to all those who cee 
animals. This story is about the 
adventures of Poo, the Dachsund 
uppy, and Pushti, the Siamese 
itten. 


Ages 6-8 years. 6s. net 


The Japanese Garden 


By MOLLY BRETT. There is a 
quaintness and delicacy about the 
author's colour illustrations which will 
appeal to children of 4-7 years. This 
book describes the imaginary world 
of a miniature Japanese garden. 


6s. net 


More Just 
Mary Stories 


A second collection of short stories 
for boys and girls of 6-8 years by 


MARY GRANNAN. The delightful 
illustrations by JENNETTA VISE are 
in perfect harmony with the humour 
and liveliness of the stories. 


7s. 6d. net 


* 


Bonny the Pony 


For all Pony lovers of 8-10 years. 
Bonny was a moorland pony who 
loved his master Ken Rivers and to- 
gether they enjoyed many adventures. 


6s. net 


Parrak 
the White Reindeer 


An unusual and original tale from 
Sweden which gives increasing 
ge the more it is examined. 
he charming illustrations have been 
“tried out" on children in Sweden 
and have proved a great success. 


Ages 6-8 years: 7s. 6d. net 


FROM ALL BOOKSELLERS 


FREDERICK WARNE & CO. LTD. 


1-4 Bedford Court, 


London, W.C.2. 
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summer is had by all in the absence of effective adult control. 
The story is not very original nor, perhaps, credible, but there 
are many delightful touches in the apt names of people and 
in Toad’s malaprop versions of popular nursery lore. The 
American setting has very little to do with the jolly and 
entertaining nature of this story. 


Ross, A. The Onion Man. Illus. by R. Briggs 
Hamish Hamilton 6/6 
Taytor, R. Andy and the Sharpshooters. Illus. 
Hamish Hamilton 6/6 
Date, N. All Change for Medenham. Illus. 
Hamish Hamilton 8/6 
The publishers of these additions to the Antelope and 
Reindeer series will not expect us to enthuse about them. 
They are written to formula, to readers of about 7 to 9 who 
are limited in their reading ability and they serve to while 
away a rainy hour. 
Only one of the three can stand on its own merits. The 
Onion Man, about a Frenchman who comes to England selling 
strings of onions (it is many a year since I saw such an onion 
seller) makes friends with a small boy, is helped by the boy 
and his friend when the Frenchman’s bicycle is stolen, and 
everything ends happily. ‘There is simplicity and no striving 
for effect in this story and I look forward to further work 
by the same author. I hope too that he will be given the 
opportunity to extend himself without working to the formula 
needed by these series. 
In Mr. Taylor’s book there are two points of value. 
The tale is brisk in the telling and Andy and his young friends 
do have some character which is becoming noticeable after 
several stories in sequence, and Regimental Sergeant. Major 
-Todd--also is a character.s. Perhaps one of these days Mr. 
Taylor will develop Mr. Todd. 
In All Change for Medenham Norman Dale has produced 
nothing of value. 


Severn, D. Three at the Sea. Illus. by M. Gill 
94 pp. 74 X 53 ' Bodley Head 7/6 
An “Acorn Library” book intended as a “first reading 
book for young children,” this is a sober account of an ordinary 
stay by the sea. There is no story, the characters are amiable 
though rather colourless and there is an omniscient Uncle 
George who is somewhat too ready with text-book information 
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on sea-life. The vocabulary and sentence structure do not 
seem particularly elementary, but the main defect of the book 
is its flatness. Readers just returned from a seaside holiday 
might be able to conjure up the salt air and sun on the water 
from their own memories, but they will have to work it up 
for themselves. There is not a whiff of sea wind in this tame 
little chronicle and no incentive to read more. The illustrations 
are unusually good for a book of the type and the format 
pleasing, but this is scarcely the answer to the growing demand 
for something to give those 6 - 8 year-olds who are not yet 
ready for “real reading” yet too old for “baby books.” 


FOR CHILDREN FROM TEN TO FOURTEEN 


Atcock, D. G. Sam Dykes — Marine Engineer 
141 pp. 74 X 5 , ' Chatto & Windus 8/6 
Of course Sam Dykes achieves in less than 150 pages 
the kind of experience and promotion he would be lucky to 
get round to in ten years or more in normal circumstances, 
but one cannot cavil at such telescoping of his career as he 
still has some way to go to the top when we leave him to 
his remaining examinations. In addition, the story of his entry 
into and early days in marine engineering in “motor” vessels 
is so neatly told with such a wealth of information about 
qualifications and opportunities as to make a very acceptable 
book in the series “Career Books for Boys.” Sam _ enters 
this occupation more by accident than design, but like many 
pupils in secondary modern schools who would have liked to 
be in grammar schools he finds himself happier in the lines 
which fall for him than he might have been in the road of 
his first ambitions in the drawing office. He is allowed to 
make enough mistakes to ensure he learns from experience 
not to take anything for granted and to avoid the impression 
that he is heaven’s gift to a profession that seems to be short 
of suitable recruits. If it is Mr. Alcock’s intention to make 
the life of a marine engineer appear as attractive as that of 
a railway engine-driver used to be he should meet with 
considerable success. 


Baitey, K. V. The Earth is your Spaceship. Illus. by 
D. L. Mills. 100 pp. 84 X 54 , Faber 12/6 
The simple and obvious fact that the globe on which we 
live is itself a huge spaceship provides Mr. Bailey with a con- 
venient launching platform for his exploration of the stars and 
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planets. He wants to open a young reader’s eyes to the vast- 
ness of space and its marvels, to draw aside the curtains on 
the science of astronomy. The parallel between the earth and 
a spaceship, used effectively by the London Planetarium, is not 
laboured by Mr. Bailey: no attempt to draw detailed com- 
parisons, no juggling of material to drag in the unusual fact 
or the startling conception, and certainly not little men with 
antennae, no Dan Dares. 

Instead a very sound, simple introduction to the subject 
of astronomy and the phenomena that should excite the curios- 
ity of any intelligent boy or girl whose natural horizons now 
extend far into space. A lot of nonsense is written about 
space travel ; a lot of what is written about astronomy is far 
too difficult for children—Mr. Bailey sedulously avoids the 

8/6 former and deals admirably with the latter. He destroys none 
pages of the romance of the heavens but provides, if one may use 
ky to the term, a down-to-earth introduction to a fascinating sub- 
ances, ject, conveying much information with ease and lucidity. 
as he Two commendable adjuncts deserve a note of praise: 
im to a pressing request for readers to visit the London Planetarium 
entry and a list of twenty-three books for those who wish to study 
vessels astronomy further. 
about A number of illustrations give a space-eye view of the 
ptable paths travelled by our own and other planets and of the place 
enters of the sun in our universe. They are all apposite ; but the 
many dark, patchy background of some of these photographs (is it 


ed to intended to represent the sky?) detracts from their clarity 


lines t. 
ad of and effec 


ed to BATEMAN, R. Young Climber. 160 pp. 8 X 54 

rience Constable 10/6 
‘ession Four boys set off for, North Wales to pass the second 
short stage of the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award ; here they are joined 
make by Dai Thomas whose father is the official examiner for the 
hat of test. 

with Inevitably the boys have a number of hurdles to face: 
rock climbing, cross-country route finding and a final three- 
day scheme which involves cementing four ploughshares on the 
summit cairn of Bryn Rhydd. 

Apart from an interesting plot, two points make this a 
worthwhile book for young readers, especially aspiring climb- 
ers. The difficulties of mountaineering, the need for training, 
the advisability of treating mountains with respect, are made 
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BeresFrorp, E. Cocky and the Missing Castle. Illus. 
by J. Miles. 163 pp. 8 X 5 . . Constable 12/6 


Bible Readings for Boys and Girls. Illus. by L. 
Ward. 256 pp. 9 X 6 ‘ ; Nelson 21/- 


very apparent ; no boy could read this story thoroughly without 
being acutely aware that climbing a mountain involves in- 
finitely more than climbing a pair of stepladders. Secondly, 
Mr. Bateman adds zest and appeal to his yarn by making 
two of the boys have hidden fears about climbing. This is 
by no means unusual but sheer bravado is not the answer ; 
some crisis like that so competently arranged in the closing 
chapters works wonders. It certainly does for these boys 
who, a few days previously, did not know what pitons, cram- 
pons of belays were ! 


There is a good idea in this book. Cocky, because his 
journalist-mother has been sent off on an assignment, goes to 
stay with Mrs. and Miss Thrush in Campbell Wood Park 
a featureless suburb of London. How dull! But Cocky 
with some persuasion from Mrs. Thrush (who seems to be 
a witch) goes in search of the castle which had once existed 
here. With his friend Meldy he ferrets about in the back 
streets and back into history. 

The idea is good. But there is little else good in this 
book. The working out is weak, with a half-hearted excursion 
into fantasy, and the climax is a flop. The characterisation 
too is crude. The adults are too characteristic for words, 
and one reader at least found the Princess Esmerelda a bore. 
Librarians will wince at Mr. Beddows who is sorting “an 
old library which belongs to the Council” and who throws 
out local history books for salvage and gives an eighteenth 
century scrap-book to a casual acquaintance. Campbell Wood 
Park is altogether a curious town. We must not be too serious 
about a merely amusing book, but the whole point of this 
book is that it is about the romance of an ordinary suburb 
and the point is blunted if the suburb becomes extraordinary. 

The illustrations are below the standard of technical 
competence one expects as a right today. 























The Bible has inspired so “many well-meaning bad books 
that one approaches each new offering with the greatest 
caution. This new Nelson book however goes into the very 
small company of successful Bible books. The unnamed 
(presumably American) editor has wisely concluded that the 
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Bible can speak for itself, and he has therefore kept to the 


“gw Revised Standard Version, contenting himself with a discreet 
condly selection of episodes, provided with quite unexceptionable 
making headlines. The result is a clear narrative, interspersed with 
This is poetry and comment, by no means a substitute for the Bible 
mower ; but a useful introduction and guide. 


ashe The illustrations are by Lynd Ward, not much of whose 
ss ton 2 work has come here. He was the original illustrator of The 
y Cat who went to Heaven. These lithographs are best when 





— they avoid colour and when they are symbolic. The purely 
illustrative work is less successful. Apart from occasionally 
poor inking the book is physically quite excellent. It should 

12/6 find its way not only into all libraries and many homes but 
use his into the children’s corner of many churches, where only the 
goes to most vulgar and worst designed of Bible stories are commonly 

d Park to be found. 

Cocky f Bosco, H. Barboche. Illus. by L. Lumb. 210 pp. 

5 to be 3) 2 ee eee 10/6 

existed Barboche is unquestionably a book about childhood. It 

ie back is hardly a book for children. 

, ; In two earlier books Henri Bosco has written of the 

in this Provencal boy Pascalet and his great-aunt Martine. This 

Cursion is another, and a very strange, story of their life together. 

risation Aunt Martine has an urge to revisit the village of her 

words, childhood, and Pascalet is to go with her. Nothing could 

a bore. be more ordinary. The ’bus ride too is described in naturalistic 

ng an terms and in a mood of rustic comedy. But from the moment 

throws that the two travellers come to Sauzette station (from which 
hteenth no train has run for twenty years) reality and dream become 

Wood indistinguishable. There are some fine episodes, some of 

> an nightmare quality, some pathetic, some of great poetic beauty, 

of this 


but what they mean each individual reader must decide. Is 
suburb it allegory ? I think not. ‘It is a fantasy of fleeting beauty, 


dinary. intangible as a dream, which resists analysis. 

chnical There may be children whose innocent eyes can read the 
heart of this mystery. But this is a book mainly for the adult 
who has not yet lost the scent of childhood, one who can 

21/- see with the eyes both of Pascalet and of Martine the splendour 

1 books and the decay of that remote Provencal village. 

zreatest Boston, L. M. The River at Green Knowe. Illus. 

le very by P. Boston. 144 pp. 84 X 54 ; Faber 13/6 

inamed Everyone seems eventually to take to the water, and this 


hat the river is certainly delightful enough to flow into those 
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Burcess, A. The Small Woman. Illus. 190 pp. 
5+ X 8 ; Evans 10/6 





navigated by the Borrowers, the “Minnow” or Rat himself, 
for it is most enticingly described. It is not so certain that 
it flows past Green Knowe, and the book as a whole is not 
so all-of-a-piece as its predecessors. This may be because the 
characters are simply visiting the house, but in any case their 
adventures are too different, disconnected and out of harmony 
with each other. 

The three children are charming and their national 
differences (one is Chinese, one Middle European) are neatly 
projected in their conversation. Their encounter with a 
hermit, once a London bus-conductor, makes a good beginning 
to their exploration of the river and their discovery of a herd 
of winged horses is not too far from the half-fantasy of the 
earlier books, but Oskar’s diminishment to field-mouse size 
is harder to accept and the giant Terak, while fairly plausible 
on his first appearance, is completely unbelievable when he 
becomes a circus clown. The book ends on a rather sour 
note, and there are occasional jarring touches, but it would 
take more faults than this to make one reject one of Mrs. 
Boston’s books. The quality of her writing, and her ability 
to create a scene, a mood, a sense of the imminence of the 
past or the immediacy of the present, all the little felicities 
of phrase and imagination are still there, and though this 
book may not be re-read so often as the first two, it has some 
wonderful moments of its own. Perhaps it really should have 
been a collection of short stories about some other place ? 


This is a “Cadet” edition of the story of Gladys Aylward, 
and although the adult edition was not found in time for 
comparison, it would seem that anyone old enough to read 
this could surely read it unexpurgated, especially since nothing 
has been done to alter the style, which is journalese at its 
most painful. It seems a pity that an entirely new book was 
not commissioned, preferably one which gave more attention 
to Miss Aylward’s childhood, her religious background and 
the formation of her attitude towards religion, though of 
course her own reticence may be responsible for the absence 
of such information in this book. While it is probably 
impossible to give a clear idea of a religious call and all that 
it implies, it might have helped to have more examples of 
Miss Aylward’s methods of work. We are given all, or most, 
of the horrors of the Japanese invasion and the difficulties of 
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the hazardous trip with a large group of orphans across the 
mountains, but too much is missing in the background to make 
it all have much meaning. Somehow the spirit of the book 
is too far below that of its subject, and Miss Aylward herself 
would undoubtedly have preferred, not this dubious 
popularisation, but at least a partial communication of what 
her religion and China, her adopted country, have to offer 


humanity. 
DawutsH, P. The Race for Gowrie Bay. Illus. by 
C. Brooker. 175 pp. 74 X 5 _ « ae 9/6 


Nipper Howell appears, in this story of the Newfoundland 
fishermen, in the Spring of 1900. With his father and uncles 
he is engaged in a race to beat a bullying neighbour in St. 
John’s to the fishing grounds in Gowrie Bay, eight hundred 
miles away, which the Howells have fished by right of first 
claim for many years. To steal a march on the _ boastful 
Parker the Howells sail before the ice has quite broken up 
and encounter many difficulties in making their way through 
to Gowrie, pursued closely all the way by Parker’s faster 
vessel. A tow from Grenfell’s ‘Strathcona” helps them over 
one bad patch but at the last they choose the drastic method 
of hauling a boat over the pack ice to make a quick journey 
on the last leg of the struggle. Nipper elects at this moment 
to try to play stowaway but, in a manner of speaking, misses 
the boat and loses his way on foot, ending up in the rival 
vessel with Parker. Briefly, then, Nipper saves Parker’s 
vessel from being wrecked and Parker gives up the race for 
the time being. The tale is full of excitement and affords a 
telling picture of the hardships endured by local inhabitants 
at the end of the last century. “Though comparatively short 
the book provides plenty of incident and suspense. 


De ANcELI, M. The Door in the Wail. Illus. by the 

author. 112 pp. 9% X 6 ‘ World’s Work 12/6 
A story which has already won a Newbery medal 
presumably needs no further commendation from an 
independent review, but it is reasonable to confirm that Miss 
Angeli deals very happily with her tale of the young son of 

a noble family who becomes a partial cripple through the 
onset of what would seem to be a form of poliomyelitis. This, 

in fourteenth century England would seem to mark the end 
of all hopes for the future, but Robin de Bureford is not 
allowed to give up all his dreams. Rescued from a forsaken 
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household by a Brother from a neighbouring hospice, he is 
slowly taught to use his hands, head and voice as 
complements and substitutes for his legs and to believe that 
he has before him a lively and useful life. This he proves 
to himself when he becomes the means of relieving the castle 
of Sir Peter de Lindsay when beset by Welsh foes. It is 
true that the Welsh sentry on Page 88 speaks in some sort 
of North English dialect whereas the wandering Welsh 
encountered on Page 63 speak only their own tongue ; that 
on Page 57 the flight from the robbers at the inn is 
accomplished on horses that would appear to have been left 
through the night with saddles on, but these are minor 
blemishes. The same can be said of the fact that so far as 
the illustrations show the drawbridge of Sir Peter’s castle 
has no mechanism for its raising or lowering, and that on 
Page 107 and Page 108 (facing) the author has rather let 
heraldry go to her head. The total effect of both the story 
and the gifted illustrations makes light of imperfections such 
as these, though they must be deprecated since observant young 
readers make no such allowances for carelessness. 





De AnceELI, M. Black Fox of Lorne. Illus. by the 
author. 191 pp. 94 X 6 . World’s Work Ltd. 15/- 





Some might think that the grim and bloody events which 
leave the Viking twins, Ian and Brus, fatherless and, for 
all they know to the contrary, motherless, in the unfriendly 
north of Scotland, provide too strong fare for readers of 
tender years but probably they will be lapped up 
as avidly as horrors of lesser historical authenticity. Ian is 
early taken as hostage by Gavin, the Black Fox, and after 
the murder of their father and his followers Brus stays apart 
until the opportunity arises to change places at will. In the 
end they are responsible for defeating the treachery of Gavin 
against his King and happily find their mother in the Queen’s 
service. Perhaps a little too much play is made with the 
substitution of the twins but its justification is that it allows 
the author freer rein to paint her picture of tenth century 
Scotland and in particular the precarious hold which Christianity 
still had in the western islands. Perhaps, too, it is mere fancy 
that makes one feel in parts the brooding darkness of Macbeth 
investing the scene, but the fact is that Miss Angeli has with 
this book amply shown that The Door in the Wall was not 
a flash in the pan. 
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Estes, E. The Moffats. Illus. by L. Slobodkin 
290 pp. 8 X 5 : . Bodley Head 11/6 


The stories of the Moffat family have been favourites 
with American children since 1941. Only now has the first 
book in the series reached this country but there is no doubt 
that English children too will welcome this lively family. 

The Moffats — Sylvie, Joey, Jane and Rufus and their 
widowed mother — live in a small American town and are part 
of its life. We read of homely events such as Rufus’ first day 
at school, the display at the dancing class, an expedition by 
tram to the seaside, but these everyday happenings are 
illuminated by a kindly humour and often have an ingenious 
and unexpected twist. Throughout the story we, as well as 
the Moffats, are concerned about the possible sale of the little 
yellow house which is the Moffats’ home. 

Jane, the middle Moffat, is the outstanding personality 
of the story and a welcome newcomer to the gallery of loved 
book-characters. 

The essence of a family story is affection, security and 
that united front which any family worth the name presents 
to the world. The Moffats are a real and lovable family 
sharing simple pleasures and poverty and their mother is the 
centre of their home. 

A book to be recommended for its fun, characterisation 
and feeling for the real values of life. Louis Slobodkin’s 
illustrations are full of humour and an asset to the story. 


Fenton, E. Mystery in Florence. Illus. by J. Paton 
216 pp. 8 X 54 ; , . : Constable 13/6 


In a way it is a pity that Miss Paton’s illustrations to 
this tale of varied incident and pleasant atmosphere should 
make the chief characters lqaok so “gormless” when her sketches 
of Florentine prospects are so much in sympathy with the 
author’s, but supposedly one must accept them as part of the 
modern idiom of oblique understatement. They cannot spoil 
the happy charm of the book with its American boy and girl, 
allowed to find their own way about the wonderful Italian 
city with the help of a “native” of much their own age, while 
their busy parents (beautiful film-star and energetic director), 
are tied up with their own commitments. The main advantage 
of the complication of the hunt for villains in the affair of 
a stolen old master lies in the calls it makes on their 
willingness to delve still further into the byways of the city 
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and its environs. The young Florentine boy, Bruno, is an 
attractive personality and their early relationship with him 
is neatly handled. Adults encountered are sketched with a 
deft if slight touch and towards the end of the story there 
is a frustrating interview with authority in which incredulity 
and cross-purposes are interwoven in a glorious pattern of 
chaos. Perhaps it is a little hard to accept the rapid progress 
made by Wayne and Alida Carpenter in the Italian language, 
but then one never knows how suddenly the direct method 
may bear fruit. 


Foote, G. Merrily on High. Illus. by C. Keeping 

109 pp. 10 X 74 O.U.P. 15/- 
Half- a-hundred_ carols, familiar, fairly well-known, and 
new, have been chosen and arranged for singing round the 
piano at home. This is an attractive collection, nearly all of 
which is easily within the range of the most modestly-equipped 
performers. The tunes and words come from many countries 
and centuries ; together they give a satisfactory introduction 
to the music and poetry of Christmastide. Children will find 
much to delight them here ; it is open to doubt whether they 

will much enjoy Charles Keeping’s brilliant ugly drawings. 

Gass, Il. A Glance at Heraldry. Illus. by C. Bailey 

128 pp. 83 X 54 ; : Harrap 13/6 
We are daily surrounded by its symbols and its blazons 
but very few of us realise its significance or the romance of 
history that underlies the relics and mutations of heraldry. 
Miss Gass does not labour this idea but it is always there in 
her explanations and demonstrations. In the course of some 
fifty pages of patient exposition and illustrative diagrams 
dealing with the origins and development of heraldry through 
mediaeval to modern times the book shows just how interesting 
her subject can be and clinches her case with another forty 
odd pages which explain how the present Royal heraldic 
insignia came into being. In addition, she demonstrates with 
reference to the Abbey and St. George’s Chapel where one 
may revel in heraldry in a large way, not omitting to remind 
the reader that he may come upon it in narrower local 
applications and in the most modern contexts. So adequatel) 
has she been assisted by Mr. Bailey that the majority of readers 
of this book may feel they must carry it with them on holiday 
or on any visit to places of historic interest. But should the 
lion passant of the dust cover properly be represented in 
obverse aspect ? 
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GraHaM, E. The Story of Jesus. Illus. by B. 
Wildsmith. 266 pp. 44 X 7 . Paper Penguin 3/6 


There have been a great many “Bible books” these past 
few years, but evidently there is always room for another, and 
Miss Graham’s version should make a good gift for a 
thoughtful, practical godchild of 11 or so. She tells the story 
as a novel, rather than as a series of short stories, and is 
particularly adept at explaining the context and interpreting 
the content of material which too often goes unquestioned. 
The conversation is the usual mixture of modern and King 
Jamesian language, and there are some details — actions or 
reactions, thoughts or speeches — not necessarily implied in 
the original text, but the whole book reads easily and 
convincingly. Miss Graham’s own conviction seems absolute, 
but she is nowhere dogmatic, remaining detached and 
dispassionate, allowing the facts to speak for themselves and 
giving even the “devils” their due, though she carefully avoids 
giving them a name and shape in the story of the man possessed 
by devils and indeed the mystical elements are played down 
throughout. Some of her explanations are extremely well 
put, throwing new light on an over-familiar phrase and 
stimulating second thoughts ; a few seem more obvious and 
not really necessary. The De La Mare and Fanchiotti 
versions remain the most desirable re-tellings, but this book 
can be recommended to all who want further knowledge of 
the background and a sound exposition of the four gospels. 

A few of Mr. Wildsmith’s pictures are effective at first 
glance, but in the main he only brings discredit on a style 
which would be much more generally acceptable if it were 
not so popular with those who use it to mask their inability 
to draw. 


Gricson,-G.-(Ep.) The-Cherry , Illus.. 512 pp. ° 
74 X 54 ; ; , , Phoenix House 25/= 


It is practically eepeaaltie to make a bad anthology 
although some anthologists have tried hard. This, I suppose, 
is a good one, for it is made by a poet with a wide but not 
catholic appreciation and an individual point of view. A 
great many children will find it much too long and some of 
the poems too difficult. It is essentially poetry for the 
grammar school, and possibly the Sixth Form. It would 
have been better if it had been more of a selection, less of a 
magpie’s hoard of bravely glittering pieces. 
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Guittot, R. The White Shadow. Illus. by F. 
Jaques. 222 pp. 84 X 54 , . O.U.P. 12/6 


It has taken eleven years for René Guillot’s Maraouna 
du Bambassou to reach this country. The delay is not 
surprising ; it must have taken courage to undertake an 
English edition of a story which is so entirely original, so 
far from the cliché-stories which are our daily fare. The 
W hite Shadow will not be widely popular. It makes demands 
beyond the average reader’s capacity to give. For the right 
reader, however, it will be a haunting experience. 


Frances, whose mother is in a Swiss sanatorium, is going 
to Africa with her father, a Game Warden. On the way, 
in Marrakesh, she meets Dominic, a nice ordinary boy, and 
wishes to bind herself to him with the snake-bond of 
friendship. The old snmake-charmer refuses ; Frances is 
already accompanied by the white shadow, an unknown and 
as yet unseen friend. At last she reaches Togbiéto, and the 
jungle tom-tom announces “Three travellers are coming.” The 
third traveller, Frances’ shadow, at last appears. This is 
Yagbo, a little negro girl who is destined to be her friend 
and more-than-friend. This mysterious friendship is bound 
up with two other mysteries, that of Bruce, the Breton hunter 
who has found in this remote country his kingdom, and Yann 
the savage who is — or is he ? — half-panther. Out of this 
complex material M. Guillot weaves his bitter-sweet story. 


There is much here that will puzzle the child and most 
adult readers, for this author is wise enough to know that 
he has not solved all the mysteries of Africa. What is left 
will still delight the sensitive reader. There are some lovely 
pictures of life in a wild country, the beauty mixed with that 
cruelty which M. Guillot so well knows. The animals are 
irresistible, Saada the lioness and the delightful baby elephant. 
The humans are full of interest, too, and characteristically 
complicated. This author writes like a poet. Here is the 
snake-charmer’s music: “The pipe began sounding, with full 
notes that seemed to float and sail through the air like 
soap-bubbles. Louder and louder they swelled, till they broke 
into shrill squeals which pierced the ear painfully, and just 
as they died away, the pipe seemed to gather the squealing 
in, weave it into a flowing, waving air which coiled and 
uncoiled, just as the little python snake was now doing.” 
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What a lovely book ! And how they would hate it in 
12/6 Little Rock! But then hate comes easily in Little Rock, and 
/ The White Shadow is a book about love. 
raouna 


's not @ GuILLoT, R. Grishka and the Bear. Illus. by J. 
i on Kiddell-Monroe. 116 pp. 73 X5 . O.U.P. 9/6 
nal, s0 The tale of Grishka, the Siberian boy, and Djidi, the bear 
The cub, is as charming as a legend and has that aura of reality 
saieuadie and impossibility that so frequently characterises myth and 
— ~ fable. It develops the theme of friendship between human 
; being and animal convincingly and depicts young Grishka faced 
: with problems that involve not only his courage but also his 
s Zong emotions. 
e way, Grishka’s father, Orsok, is banished from the tribe for 
y, and killing a bear before the proper season. The boy befriends a 
nd of motherless cub and rears him in the village for a year. Then, 
ices is following a barbarous tribal custom, the cub, Djidi, is con- 
yn and demned to be ritually killed and consigned to the waiting 


nd the cauldrons. Grishka has saved the bear’s life once and he does 
.” The so again by escaping with Djidi. Later, in the final chapters, 
[his is the bear saves Grishka’s life. 

friend This story could so easily have dwindled into sentimental 
bound gush over cuddly bears ; but it never shows the remotest sign 


hunter of doing this. It is firmly embedded in the atmosphere of 
1 Yann primitive life among a northern tribe and the whole frame- 
of this work of plot and character is held together by a neat, balanced 
tory. design ; bears are shown as killers as well as pets ; cruel 
4: most tribal customs are set against the happy play of children : 
wy thet ominous figures like the sorcerer are matched by kindly Li Tsou, 
is left the travelling Chinese trader, or Yaku, Grishka’s Playmate ; 
, lovely Grishka’s fight to the death against a white panther is followed 
‘th that by his inner conflict over the sacrifice of Djidi. 
als are Add to all this the crisp, evocative prose of Rene Guillot— 
ephant. and more than a word of praise is due to the translator, Gwen 
cetically Marsh—and Grishka and the Bear deserves to be called a 
is the fine book. 


ith full § Harnett, C. The Load of Unicorn. Illus. by the 

uir like author. 239 pp. 83 X 54 , : Methuen 15/- 
y broke Let us declare roundly at the start that this is Cynthia 
nd just Harnett’s best book to date. In it the delicate balance between 
juealing scholarship, narrative, characterisation and atmosphere is 
ed and maintained most successfully. Children who in the past have 


ng.’ found the careful accumulation of historical evidence 
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overwhelming will find here a very fine story, documented 
and convincing but above all exciting and moving. 

The scene is London in 1482. Caxton has set up his 
press in Westminster and the professional scriveners, especially 
those like Bendy’s brother Matthew who go in for the mass 
production of manuscript books, are fearful for their trade. 
Bendy, who does not like Matthew, goes into the enemy camp 
and helps Caxton not only to get supplies of paper but also 
to find a manuscript (by ““Thomas Mallore’”’) which will make 
a plea for the chivalry whose decline Caxton so much deplores. 
The story moves from the filth, adventure and romance of 
London and Westminster into the great countryside, to 
Stratford-upon-Avon (unaware of its future fame but growing 
in beauty under the enthusiastic direction of ‘Thomas 
Clopton), to Warwick where Malory’s liege lord lies, and 
to the Malory manor at Newbold Revcl. A lovely story, 
softly illuminated by the author’s numerous, scholarly and 
often beautiful drawings. 


Jewett, E. M. Friend Among Strangers. Illus. by 
J. Raysor. 224 pp. 8 X 5 ; ; Dobson 12/6 

This might have been quite a memorable book, for Mrs. 
Jewett’s little Quaker heroine’s reactions to a Caribbean cruise 
on a luxury yacht are interesting when they range beyond 
conventional tourist-book descriptions. Unfortunately the 
tourist-book prevails, and is not helped by the imposition of 
a jewel-smuggling gambit or by the careful addition of current 
American “teenager’’ activities. 

When she is not concerned with these, Faith is an 
agreeably sympathetic character, and her encounter with an 
old voodoo priestess is the most real moment in the book. 
Most of the rest is mere chit-chat; Mrs. Jewett is capable 
of better things, and could have done more with these 
ingredients. As it is, the book has more depth than others 
of its kind, and while it is scarcely essential it is just passable. 


Lacroix, P. The Conquest of Air. Illus. 85 pp. 
113 X 93 ‘ ‘ , ‘ ‘ : Burke 17/6 
Lacroix, P. (Ep.) The Conquest of Fire. Illus. 
79 pp. 113 X 93 ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ Burke 17/6 
These two large volumes are of a type which shows signs 
of becoming popular among publishers. They depend for their 
appeal primarily on profuse coloured illustrations, several to 
the page. Immediately striking to the eye these pictures have 
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nented variety, some in lithography, some in colour photography ; 
some modern, some reproductions of old prints. As colour 
up his work it is all admirable but the many pictures on each page 
ecially have a disturbing effect and do not tend to draw the reader 
e mass to his text as an illustration should do if there is a text to 
trade. be read. 
7 camp As the titles indicate, these books are histories of their 
it also subject, but are scrappy, rather like pages from a junior 
| make encyclopedia. 
plores. As examples of their type these two volumes are excellent 
nce of examples and will undoubtedly have a wide appeal. 
ae LarsEN, E. Sir Vivian Fuchs. Illus. 110 pp. 
atiaes 74 X5 . ‘ ; Phoenix House 8/6 
| | “ Biography,” “concluded E. C. Bentley in a well-known 
S, anc . “oe 
sass. clerihew, is about chaps.” The chap Egon Larsen i is writing 
ly and about is now famous, but before the Trans-Antarctic Expedi- 
tion very few people had ever heard of Sir Vivian. From a 
series that is called “Living Biographies for Young People” a 
young reader can fairly ask of this book: what did Sir Vivian 
12/6 Fuchs do before his great journey? what made him a leader? 
r Mrs. what qualities of character shaped him during his formative 
1 cruise years? 
beyond Although Mr. Larsen does touch on these points, the 
ly the bulk of his book is concerned with re-telling the story of the 
tion of Trans-Antarctic Expedition. ‘This has already had extensive 
current treatment and while one does not dispute that it was Fuchs’ 
greatest venture yet, it is disappointing to find an already 
is an familiar account occupying the bulk of a biography, while a 
vith an mere fifteen pages are allotted to the first forty years of Fuchs’ 
> book. life. This treatment leaves no clear picture of young Mr. 
capable Fuchs as a person and in the main part of the book he in- 
1 these evitably tends to be swamped by the details of the journey 
others across the great white south. 
assable. Although Mr. Larsen’s book may fail as biography, it can 
be recommended as a most readable and enjoyable true story 
17/6 = at least gives a nodding acquaintance with a modern 
; ero. 


17/6 Lenski, L. Prairie School. Illus. by the author 
Vs signs 196 pp. 84 X 6} ‘ ‘ , O.U.P. 12/6 
or their Lois Lenski’s regional novels have not had a very great 
eral to following in this country. Possibly this is because English 
es have children find it hard to accept that people who speak, roughly, 
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the same language as themselves should live lives so profoundly 
different. Our children are the poorer if they do reject these 
remarkable books, which do what so few English stories do, 
present without exaggeration or spurious invention the 
everyday lives of ordinary people. 

Miss Lenski explains in a foreword that the setting and 
events of this story are true. She need not have bothered. 
The book breathes authenticity. Events abound, but clearly 
nothing is invented. These are the adventures of simple people 
living close to the earth in a primitive country at the mercy 
of natural forces. The great blizzards of South Dakota 
provide the story ; they serve also to bring out the clash of 
character, the growth of personality, which go to make a novel. 


Lyncn, P. The Black Goat of Slievemore. Illus. by 

J. Sullivan. 247 pp. 8 X 54 ; ‘ Dent 12/6 
Lyncu, P. Jinny the Changeling. Illus. by P. 

Fortnum. 188 pp. 74 X 5 ; ‘ Dent 12/6 

As I write comes the news of Patricia Lynch’s recovery 
from a successful operation for cataract. Everyone who cares 
at all that children should have books written out of a full 
heart and a rich imagination will rejoice in the news, just 
as they will delight in these two new books. 

The Black Goat of Slievemore is not really new. It 
is our old friend of 1950 — The Seventh Pig — slightly 
rearranged and with the addition of a nice essay in the macabre 
called “The fourth man.” ‘These “Irish fairy tales” are not 
folk tales, but Miss Lynch is so saturated in the old tales of 
Ireland that her original work belongs satisfactorily to the 
tradition. A book to treasure, queer pictures and all. 

In Jinny the Changeling the author is in her familiar 
role, the teller of a story which slips continuously from real 
life into fantasy. This is her individual contribution to 
literature. No one else has been so successful in showing 
how thin is the veil between this world and the other. Her 
secret is that for her both worlds are equally real. 

The Clery family have said goodbye to their father, Con, 
a characteristic Lynch father, lovable, feckless, fundamentally 
good. Con is off to England to make some money in the 
harvest fields. Before the lorry (only Miss Lynch can invest 
a lorry with magic) reaches Belfast, he disappears. Meanwhile 
his family have acquired a baby (Jinny) and a kitten (Jug-Jug). 
Two extra mouths, even such small ones, are a problem for 
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undly Mrs. Clery, but the neighbours rally round. By the time 
these Con comes home (he was taken by the fairies, of course) 
es do, Jinny is one of the family — or is she ? 
) the This is not one of Miss Lynch’s best stories, but it 
shows many of her finest qualities. She is unequalled in 
g and portrayal of family life and village society. How unaffectedly 
hered. good her people are! There is no sentimentality here ; she 
learly knows village folk as they are, a fine mixture of good and 
people bad but with the good uppermost. Her pictures of the Clery’s 
mercy home are beautifully done ; she shows the love of parents and 
Yakota children with an uncloying sweetness. 
ash of How she delights in the beauty and romance and magic 
novel. of everyday things! The lorry ride to Ballyshannon fair, 
the village shop, a blackberrying expedition ; these are the 
12/6 essence of the story which has its roots deep in the good earth. 
Perhaps Miss Lynch writes too much for every one of her 
books to be the kind of emotional experience of her best work 
12/6 (say Fiddlers’ Quest or The Grey Goose of Kilnevin), but 
she is quite incapable of a bad book for her values are 
fundamental and she writes of things — like love and hunger 
— which have been the concern of children and adults since 
time began. 


covery 
) cares 
a full 
$s, just 


- fe MACKENZIE, K. Parliament. Illus. by D. G. 
lightly Valentine. 78 pp. 84 X 63 . . Methuen 10/6 


iacabre Like a solid cake, stodgy and heavy with fruit, but un- 
ire not commonly good to eat and most satisfying for the hungry, this 


ales of book will assuage the appetite of young readers eager for 
to the information about Parliament. A tremendous amount is 
’ packed into 70 pages ; illustrations and the double-column 
amiliar pages used in the Methuen “Outlines” series are powerful 
m real allies in crowding as much detail as possible into a limited 
ion to space. There is no attempt to oversimplify either the com- 
howing plicated institution we call Parliament or its intricate develop- 
Her ment or the writing itself—a typical sentence reads: “In the 
exercise of its duty of criticism the opposition cannot afford 
r, Con, to be merely captious or destructive.” 
entally But without a doubt Kenneth Mackenzie succeeds and in 
in the choosing an historical approach to his subject, he has been 
| invest able to link the stirring story of nine centuries’ fight for 
inwhile representative government with the details of the various 
g-Jug). vicissitudes that have done so much in deciding its present 
em for form and procedure. 
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MANNING-SAUNDERS, R. A Bundle of Ballads. Illus. 
by W. Stobbs. 245 pp. 8 X 5 ; O.U.P. 15/- 


It must be a long time since there was a collection of 
ballads designed for children. The only other one which comes 
to mind is 4 book of old ballads edited (somewhat surprisingly) 
by Beverley Nichols in 1934 and illustrated lavishly by H. M. 
Brock. It was very much a book of its time. So of a very 
different age is A bundle of ballads. The distinguished format, 
restrained typography, and elegant mannerisms of William 
Stobbs’ decorations, are essentially contemporary. 


For most readers the archaism and the dialect give to 
ballads their individual strength and charm. They also make 
it necessary to provide an adult interpreter, or many footnotes, 
before children can enter this enchanted realm. One must 
therefore, with some reluctance, acknowledge Miss Manning- 
Sanders’ wisdom in providing a modernised text in her edition. 
The loss is great—in a poem like ‘Edward’ for example—but 
at least children can read the poems freely and enjoy a large 
measure of their quality. The selection itself is excellent, 
and all the greatest ballads have been included. It might be 
said however that not all anonymous mediaeval poems are 
ballads ; ‘I sing of a maiden’ and “The old cloak’, so different 
from one another, have a sophistication which is always absent 
from the true ballad. 


Mr. Stobbs is a sophisticated artist, and I find in many 
of his decorations just that self-conscious craft which the 
ballads lack. It can’t be helped ; the drawings are so generous 
in number, so beautifully executed, so wide in range, that we 
must be truly grateful. A most distinguished book, and one 
which meets a need. 


Martin, R. The October Story. Illus. 160 pp. 


za... : 





: ‘ ‘ ; Harrap 9/6 

Here is detail in plenty from an enthusiast, about the 
career of a racing driver, and the picture is quite an interesting 
one. ‘The book seems to give a fair and balanced picture 
showing the necessity for much hard work and the lack of 
glamour for most of the time. The story itself, however, 
follows a rather narrow course. There are no real characters 
and no events apart from those in the straight line of Johnny 
October’s career. There is an absolute preoccupation with 
the facts of the job which gives the story a hard and impersonal 
air, and makes it seem somewhat out of proportion to life 
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in general. In spite of his hard work Johnny October still 
seems to go to the top rather quickly and this again is an 
impression created by the lack of a wider background picture 
that would have slowed down the story and his progress. The 
writing and the production are without distinction and the 
illustrations are poor. 


Murpny, J. S. Ships — How they were Built. Illus. 
by C. Keeping. 30 pp. 10 X 74 . O.U.P. 9/6 


Mr. Murphy really does explain how ships were built, 
not merely what they looked like or were made of, in a 
resumé of ship-making through the ages from the time of the 
Llangorse and Brigg boats to the metal monsters and 
underwater boats of the present day. He does not allow 
himself to be led away from this restricted topic even to tell 
of the misfortunes of the Great Eastern after she was launched, 
realising that this aspect of many great ships has been dealt 
with often enough elsewhere. The most fascinating part of 
the book, probably, is that which deals in detail with the 
British shipbuilding of the sixteenth, seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries though to say this does not in any way 
belittle the rest of the text. The drawings, too, are 
fascinating for their unusual perspectives which add variety 
to what is in the main a series of conventional sea-level 
silhouettes. 


Ocpurn, C. Big Caesar. Illus. by J. P. Krush 
105 pp. 74 X 5 , , Heinemann 10/6 


“Big Caesar” is an antiquated motor truck with obsolete 
chain drive which Ronnie Gaines undertakes to revive and 
resuscitate as a working proposition for the sake of money 
which he and his widowed mother badly need. It is no light 
task to get it running and the -boy’s bull-dog character is 


-firmly established in the mind of the reader by the time this 


is accomplished. “Big Caesar” proves superior to more 
modern giants of the same size and earns an enormous 
reputation for dependability second only to that of its owner 
and driver, and after Ronnie has been the means of rescuing 
a multitude of stranded motorists and outlying families in an 
exceptional blizzard (in the course of which Ronnie gets 
pneumonia), it is clear the truck has a future. But by this 
time Ronnie has a future too. He has turned his mind from 
immediate material intentions to a new determination to study 
and succeed at a higher level. The wealthy Millicent, for 
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whom Ronnie has developed a tender feeling, recedes as an 
early incident in experience of the pain of heart the world 
holds for the sensitive and the perceptive, though the author 
treats the slight interludes of courtship with sensible restraint. 
This is a book with a sure appeal to the mechanically minded 
and the personality of its real hero, “Big Caesar,” should 
prove a winner.” 
PatcHett, M. E. The Call of the Bush. Illus. by 

B. Wildsmith. 179 pp. 74 X 5. Lutterworth Press 9/6 

Mrs. Patchett writes many books on many levels, and 
the “Mary and Ajax” series has always been unpretentiously 
“popular,” full of little flaws, some sentimentality (becoming 
occasionally maudlin over some pet), an almost improbable 
succession of adventures, and irritating references to earlier 
books. But these become Jitt/e flaws because there is always 
so much to enjoy ; the acute, shrewd affection for animals 
makes up for the odd cloying sentiment, the knowledgeable 
portrayal of Australia’s strange countryside makes the 
adventures seem almost inevitable, and underlying everything 
is Mrs. Patchett’s fundamental honesty. As the original 
Mary, she may not have had quite all these experiences, but 
there is a feeling of fair play at all times, and if some of 
the animals seem almost too good to be true, each is a valid 
representative of the best of its species. 

In this book Mary is temporarily paralysed and must 
stay in a wheelchair, but her fearless love of exploration and 
animals keeps the wheels flying a good part of the time, and 
there are pleasant quieter moments, especially when she creates 
a miniature countryside in her room. A nasty boy is reformed 
(all done with animals of course, but plausibly) and “bunyips” 
like those in the Mysterious Pool are visited by night ; two 
caves are described, one a delightful affair covered with 
coloured prints of hands, another all too realistically sinister. 
In the final chapters a young eyas comes into Mary’s life, 
so the next book will undoubtedly show how Mrs. Patchett 
began her career as an authority on eagles, and a good thing 
too. These books will probably never be placed on a “highly 
recommended” list of outstanding books, but they can go on 
anyone’s list of “warmly recommended” series. 

Rice, D. The Gate in the Wail. 188 pp. 8 X 54 
Blackie 12/6 

Penny Roland is unjustly expelled from school and comes 

home to find, to her dismay, an unsympathetic and disapproving 








——_—___~ 
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as an guardian aunt and uncle. In this chill and unwanted 
world atmosphere she decides to run away and on her flight meets 
suthor an assortment of people, makes new friends, and sorts out 
traint. her own and her guardians’ feelings. 
r1inded The author writes with ease, commands a rich flow of 
should words and has an obvious and sincere desire to express some 
real thought and feeling. The theme here, however, is a 
struggling infant that has not been controlled to fit the writing 
9/6 and as the writing tries to combat these odds it becomes 
. ol inept. Small events are over dramatised, people are sometimes 
tously too definitely black or white and feelings, although true and 
oming real, are unrestrained. Thus the story is exaggerated out of 
obable Proportion to the events themselves. More control and 
po equanimity would have produced a better balanced story. 


always SmiTH, J. W. D. Bible Background. Illus. 73 pp. 

nimals 63 X 84 , Methuen 10/6 
igeable A sound and sober little book in Methuen’s “Outline” 
s the series, with a much more old-fashioned format than most. 
rything The small misty photographs are well selected but so poorly 
riginal presented as to give a dreadful text-book impression. The 
es, but text itself should prove quite useful to Scripture teachers, 
ome of though it neglects to carry out a half-promise to make much 


a valid use of recent archaeological discovery. As a quick run-through 
of Hebrew history, with little sketches of the various rulers 
and prophets and a balanced assessment of their attitudes and 
achievements, it assumes a fair amount of knowledge on the 
ne, and part of the reader. Limited space always means lack of 


1 must 
on and 


creates room for explanation and some material crowded out, but 
formed Dr. Smith has filled the requirements of the series and provided 
unyips a reliable outline. Miss Bewick contributes another of her 
t ; two excellent annotated booklists, and in addition to the index 
d with there is a time chart showing Biblical dates, parallel events 
sinister. and modern discoveries relating to the periods of both Old 


y’s life, and New Testaments. 
Patchett 


d thing § SmMiTH, P. R. The Story of Australia. Illus. by B. 
“highly Biro. 64 pp. 114 X 8} ; ; Benn 15/- 
1 go on The large format of this picture history has the advantage 
of permitting panoramic illustrations in the attractive 
four-colour photolithography employed throughout. It has the 
12/6 possible disadvantage for younger readers of long and uneven 
S seone lines of text. The latter is, however, offset to some extent 
seovieg by uniformity of generous spacing and clear paragraphing. 




















PAGE 358 THE JUNIOR BOOKSHELF 





The story of the Australian continent is told for the most 
part through the contributions of one vivid personality after 
another, with no attempt to conceal that in the early days of 
white settlement there was much that was discreditable to 
those in authority at home as well as abroad. Of course, to 
a certain extent, the author is on a good wicket because he 
has so much that is stirring and dramatic to relate and to 
choose from but it can fairly be said that he makes the most 
of it. 


TENNANT, K. All the Proud Tribesmen. Illus. by 
C. Seale. 159 pp. 8 X54 . =. Macmillan 11/6 


Kerri, a native boy, lives on an island off the coast of 
Australia and is the protégé and special pupil of Miss 
Buchanan, the nurse, friend, and teacher of the islanders. 
When the volcano erupts and the island is submerged by the 
sea, the islanders escape to a nearby but supposedly haunted 
island occupied by very unpleasant Dr. Mason, a scientist. 
Kerri eventually wins his scholarship to go to school on the 
mainland, the superstitions about the island are discredited 
and Dr. Mason becomes a different character. Miss Tennant’s 
writing has a simple lilt and music about it that well befits 
the simple life involved. She puts herself into the story seeing 
everything through the eyes of Kerri, the narrator, thus giving 
a direct and unsophisticated air to the whole. ‘There is a 
knowledge of and a sympathy for these native people and an 
insight into the effects of the meeting of old and new ideas 
amongst them that produces a colourful and appealing picture. 
The strong personality of Miss Buchanan who has a will 
of steel and a heart of gold, stands in contrast to the more 
pliant, growing figure of the boy, and the other characters, 
although not much more than types themselves, derive life 
from their association with these central two. The story is 
a short one and events that seem to be compressed could have 
benefited from more detailed treatment. 


Treece, H. Castles and Kings. Illus. by C. W. 
Hodges. 204 pp. 84 X 53... ; Batsford 12/6 
Treece, H. The Bombard. Illus. by C. Price 





187 p. 8X54 sg .  Bodley Head 12/6 
What are we to ‘make of Henry Treece ? He ought to 
be in the front rank of children’s writers. He is a 


distinguished poet, a historian and a teacher. None of these 
is uppermost in Castles and Kings, which is a scrappy, 

















most 
after 
ays of 
ble to 
rse, to 
use he 
ind to 
> most 


11/6 
ast of 

Miss 
inders. 
by the 
aunted 
ientist. 
on the 
redited 
inant’s 
| befits 
seeing 
giving 
e isa 
und an 
y ideas 
victure. 
a will 
2 more 
racters, 
ve life 
tory is 
d have 


12/6 


12/6 
ight to 
> is a 
f these 
crappy, 





THE JUNIOR BOOKSHELF PAGE 359 

















cheaply-written account of castles through the ages. The 
prose makes an adult reader wince. Children are tougher, 
but they will surely see how falsely this reads. 

In The Bombard he is a little better. This is one of 
the series of historical novels he is writing about turning points 
in history. The bombard is the cannon which failed so 
laughably at Crecy but which was destined to turn the whole 
course of history, and to destroy the armoured knights. It 
was an admirable idea to choose this as the starting-point of 
a novel about the Black Prince and Welsh Marcher lordlings 
and other promising material. I find the result largely 
inadequate. Mr. Treece writes too much with his head. If 
he let his heart sway him a little, I think readers might more 
willingly go with him into the past. In both these books 
he seems happiest when the narrative takes him into Wales, 
and it may be that there lies the theme of the completely 
satisfactory book he has yet to write. 


Van DER Loerr, A. R. They're Drowning our 
Village. lus. by A. E. Inckel. 186 pp. 53 X 83 


U.L.P. 12/6 

For mature readers here is a graphic portrayal of the 
confusing and altogether insoluble problems raised when a 
project promising to improve the lot of the majority involves 
the drastic manipulation of a minority. A small Savoyard 
village must be vacated before the sluices close on a new 
power dam ; almost all the villagers appear during the story, 
but interest centres on one family, dominated by an emotional 
and explosive old grandfather. The story line is well 
maintained and there is plenty of action, but the book is 
primarily reportage and little has been glossed over to make 
things pretty. As a result, it is impossible not to believe in 
these people ; they are not just picturesque rustics, but real 
people who stand to gain, perhaps, by the change, or to lose 
— and some lose heavily, like the grandfather who drowns 
over the submerged rooftops of his village at the close of the 
book. This will not be every reader’s choice, but it will keep 
almost any reader reading and leave him with a great many 
ideas to ponder and, incidentally, with a good understanding 
of the Savoy peasantry. Not a great book, perhaps, but one 
that should be made required reading for all the “planners” 
of tomorrow. The translation, by Roy Edwards, is much 
better than that of the author’s earlier book, Avalanche. 
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Wi son, A. C. Norman and Henry follow the Trail 
Illus. by Marjorie Gill. 186 pp. 8 X 54. Methuen 7/6 


The three stories in this book are set in Kent, Norfolk and 
Cumberland. They all use the paraphernalia that has become 
conventional and sadly overworked: lonely windswept houses, 
secret passages, a treasure chart with its accompanying enig- 
matic rhyme, a hidden submarine, drugged coffee, phantom 
appearances, a sunken treasure ship, torn papers partly destroy- 
ing vital clues, smugglers. . . 

About eighty of the cases solved by Norman and Henry 
Bones have been broadcast and this is the sixth book of their 
adventures. There is no doubt at all that this will be a very 
popular book, but Mr. Wilson’s lively, creative imagination is 
capable of something more permanent and less hackneyed. 


Waup, E. Easter Meeting. Illus. by S. Rose 
208 pp. 8 X 53 P ' Harrap 10/6 


This is a patchy book: giving a jumbled and, at times, 
almost incoherent account of holiday events for a country 
family and a visiting crowd of boys at the local riding school. 
There is a feeling for, and a knowledge of, the countryside, 
horses, painting and nature study, but the general picture is 
amateurish and impressionistic and lacks design and climax. 
There is no blending of the diversity of interests while the 
characters, although interesting, are not always at home in 
their background. In fact there are all the ingredients for 
a good pudding but the mixing of them is poorly done. 


Woop, L. Climb by Candlelight. Illus. by S. Rose 
151 pp. 74 X 5 ‘ . : : Dent 12/6 





Five orphaned children ‘en with an aunt in a large but 
dilapidated house which has no electric light. The children, 
whose ages range from fourteen to seven years, decide to raise 
the money for this and set out in their own individual ways 
to collect thirty-five pounds as their share of the total amount. 
They form a likable and interesting group of children with 
a wide diversity of interests which give depth and impetus 
to the book. There is much of the stuff of dreams here, of 
hopes and ambitions, but all are securely anchored by practical 
action. The basic theme has originality as exemplified by the 
title and although there are some of the usual clichés these 
are well camouflaged by fresh ideas and new and _ lively 
action. The characters are not always convincing, being rather 
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conventional types, but their ideas are original. The writing 
is rich, fluent and smooth, and produces a gay and stimulating 
story. 


FOR THE INTERMEDIATE LIBRARY 


BaLrour-KinngEar, G. P. R. 4 Boy goes Trouting 
Illus. 226 pp. 74 X 4 . . = . ~~ Nelson 12/6 

The author of this book is unquestionably an expert 
angler, and the instructions in this book are definite, practical, 
and as likely to make a boy into an enthusiastic fisherman 
as any book, by itself, can do. I confess though that he makes 
it all extremely simple. It seems to be a matter of “Do exactly 
what I tell you in this book and you will catch lots of trout.” 
I fear that unless a boy is really enthusiastic he may be 
disappointed at his lack of success because catching a trout 
is not so easy. 

This apart, the book is, as we have said, an excellent one 
in its presentation and its instruction. The boy is taken 
through every step, from the care of his rod and line, to 
worming, wet-fly, dry-fly and then to those less easily acquired 
skills such as knowledge of what can be called trout psychology, 
the effect of weather, whether or not a water is worth fishing 
at all. 


BoNHAM-CarTER, V. Farming the Land. Illus. 

161 pp. 74 X 5 : .__ Routledge 15/- 
Mr. Bonham- Carter takes plenty of time to introduce 

his subject with a concise historical account of the development 

of farming to its modern aspects. After that he gets down 
to brass tacks in yeoman fashion to deal with farm organisation, 
cultivation, cropping, harvesting and livestock. It might be 
-that his final- chapter on farm ‘people and prices is the most 
interesting te the reader who cares about farming as a facet 
of human activity. There are some signs of haste in the 
occasional errors of grammar and punctuation but the 
information is well set out, the photographic plates are beyond 
reproach and there is a good classified bibliography at the end. 


CrowTHER, J. G. Six Great Engineers. Illus. 
176 pp. 74 X5_.. . Hamish Hamilton 12/6 
In his foreword Mr. Crowther avers that the qualities 
most needed in the engineer are “imagination to see possibilities, 
and skill, courage and sense of responsibility to achieve them.” 
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His choice of de Lesseps, Brunel, Westinghouse, Parsons, 
Diesel and Hinton give him ample opportunity to expatiate 
on this theme. It is not altogether certain that he makes 
the most of the chance. Much of the de Lesseps story is 
taken up with early canal projects and the prolonged 
negotiations and diplomacy which led up to the beginning of 
the final Suez venture ; Brunel’s father looms large in his 
son’s life ; it hardly seems at moments that Diesel really 
accomplished anything conclusive in the perfecting of the 
engine which bears his name. The accounts of Westinghouse 
and Hinton seem to have more point all along the line than 
the former four but perhaps this is Mr. Crowther’s way of 
emphasising the need of “imagination to see possibilities” 
where others lacked conviction and courage. The author is 
handicapped since some of his subjects have been thoroughly 
written up often enough before and he has felt impelled to 
try to find a new “slant” in his treatment, but there is no 
doubt that the twenty-six pages devoted to Sir Christopher 
Hinton are the most readable and impressive in the book. 
While the book as a whole does not create the kind of 
impression left by, for example, Six Great Poets, it is a worthy 
addition to this competently written series. 


Feisko, E. Portraits of Wild Flowers. Notes by H. 
Klokie. 140 coloured plates ; ; Cassirer 35/- 





Writing as one who for long has coveted a set of Sowerby 
with its hand coloured plates, I have no hesitation in saying 
that Portraits of Wild Flowers and the earlier volume, 4 
Book of Wild Flowers, by the same artist will satisfy me 
completely. Meticulous draughtsmanship is combined with 
exquisite delicacy of colour to make books that are indeed 
treasures to possess. I have encountered nothing better and 
I am the more strongly entrenched in my conviction that so 
far as flower illustration is concerned water colour is 
immensely more successful than any colour photography so 
far produced. 


The flowers illustrated here are not all to be found in 
this country ; the book is European in coverage and perhaps 
only a half are available here. The notes are, of course, 
authoritative but they can be left unread by those who do not 
wish to read them. 
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Hewcen, H. The Diamond Seeker. Illus. 140 pp. 
8 X 53 ; ‘ ; F ‘ Blackie 10/6 


Dr. John Thoburn Williamson died at Mwaudi in 
Tanganyika in January, 1958, after what must necessarily 
be described as a romantic if not particularly long career as 
a millionaire diamond magnate. Something like twenty of 
his fifty years were given, first, to the heartbreaking search, 
almost singlehanded, for the diamonds which he believed to 
exist in the East African bush, without capital worth 
mentioning, and without encouragement or support from the 
rest of the diamond industry, befriended only by an 
unmaterialistic professional hunter and an Indian trader. If 
it should ever have occurred to him that his troubles were 
over when the stones were found and his claim registered, he 
was quickly disillusioned and, having been disillusioned, he 
set about building a community of workers and supervisors 
with medical and welfare services that combined to make a 
model mining town with every hope of offsetting the usual 
evils that follow exploitation of natural resources such as 
those at Mwaudi. Herr Heidgen has successfully drawn a 
convincing picture of the years of patient search and the killing 
frustration of months of fruitless investigation. In translation 
this still comes through though there is nothing in the nature 
of inflationary writing or “romantic” treatment ; this is a 
plain unvarnished tale and a pleasant change it is to find it so. 


Lansinc, A. Endurance . Hodder & Stoughton 21/- 


A straightforward narrative in simple vivid sentences of 
the terrible voyage of Shackleton in the Endurance. Besides 
this the feats of Fuchs and Hillary, aided by all the 
resources of modern technology fade into insignificance. It 
will help this generation to understand the isolation of these 
28 men during their 15 months’ drift in the Weddell Sea, 
the terrific gamble of Shackleton’s voyage in an open boat, 
with six companions, and another 22 lives depending on them, 
and the final epic traverse of South Georgia. The story has 
been told often, and the diaries of many members of the 
expedition have been published, yet this reassessment has all 
the freshness and clear narrative force of an eyewitness 
account, allied to the objectivity of an observer from a distance 
of almost half a century. 
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Otiver, J. Queen Most Fair . . Macmillan 13/6 


It is difficult to evaluate any new story of the life of 
Mary, Queen of Scots. Practically every period and incident 
has been amply covered but Jane Oliver writes well, makes 
her subject live and has chosen events probably less well-known 
to today’s children. The treachery which drew Mary to 
Loch Leven Castle and forced her to abdicate in favour of 
her half-brother Moray; the dark dislike and rude arrogance 
with which Lady Douglas treated her and the devotion of 
the youngest Douglas son and the two children associated 
with him in efforts to effect the Queen’s escape — these are 
woven into a good story against an authentic background and 
sufficient indication of the wider issues involved. 


SavacE, K. People and Power — the Story of Four 
Nations. 234 pp. 8% X 5% : ‘ O.U.P. 15/- 





We could use a sound stimulating book on the countries 
whose futures will most closely affect that of England, but 
it would have to be more readable than this, which is less 
a supplement to than a repetition of school-text histories and 
geographies. Faced with an unusually ambitious task, Miss 
Savage has assembled a hotch-potch of “facts” about Russia, 
Germany, the United States and Japan and set them down 
at random. But in trying to compress the history, political, 
social and economic, of four countries from early times to 
1940 she has missed nearly everything that would give life 
to her subject. Qualifying adjectives are many, and most 
are clichés. Flat judgments are given throughout the book 
without a hint of possible qualifications, and there seems 
something distorted in some of the statements on early signs 
of brutality in the Japanese and German people. 

Evidently Miss Savage’s major preoccupation is with 
warfare, for her book on the last war was well received, and 
she devotes a disproportionate amount of space in this book 
to battle-by-battle accounts of several wars. It seems possible 
that she wrote this book unwillingly ; it is hard to see how 
else the introductory chapters on America and Japan could 
have been written. The book represents a considerable amount 
of time and trouble and would have been very welcome if 
only it had been more perceptive and concise, able to interpret 
national differences without losing sight of our common 
humanity. It will have its uses, if only to dry off 
caucus-racers and to provide a one-volume source of copy 
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13/6 material for uninterested schoolgirls — but who would guess 
ife of from this volume what an endlessly fascinating subject is 
cident involved ? The illustrations do not help, and there are only 
makes four maps, all inadequate. 
o~ ye Soper, E. A. Wanderers of the Field. Illus. by the 
ar of author. 220 pp. 83 < 54 . =. ~~ Routledge 25/- 
ance _ It is difficult to know whether Wanderers of the Field 
on al is a book to make enthusiasts of the merely curious or 
ciated something to captivate the already enthusiastic. Probably both 
a dae at once, for Miss Soper is the luckiest of writers in this field. 
per Combined with her patient and sympathetic observation of 
the badger, the hedgehog, the vole, the birds in the sanctuary, 
squirrels, voles and shrews, are a complete absence of 
self-consciousness’and an aversion to the vice of showing off 
15/- which too often afflicts the bird-watcher or animal-observer. 
intries No praise is too high for the numerous drawings from which 
1, but the hint of humour is never absent though never obtrusive. 
is less Comparisons are always dangerous but it might be fair to 
‘s and say that Miss Soper here does for the smaller creatures of 
Miss the approachable wild more or less what J. H. Dowd does 
\ ussia, for children and other domesticated animals. Lest it should 
down be suspected that the book is mainly entertainment let it be 
litical, added that from the naturalist’s point of view the book 
les to is soundly informative and scholarship underlines every 
e life generalisation and aside. Dare one say, at the risk of sounding 
most precocious, that this is a really lovely book ? 
book Townsend, P. Earth, My Friend 
seems Hodder & Stoughton 25/- 
signs A good travel book written by a man of keen perception. 
; Something more than the straight narrative of a round the 
with world trip in a Land Rover, though Peter Townsend’s 
i, and descriptions of the places he visited and the people he met 
book are always of interest. There is the compelling urgency of 
ossible a man fleeing from himself and finding happiness and merit 
> how in the simpler citizens of the world. It is not surprising 
could that he found nothing of merit in the materialist moneyed 
nount civilization of the United States and Venezuela and satisfaction 
me 1 and spiritual comfort from a long talk with Albert Schweitzer. 
a Wuit tock, R. Farming as a Career. Illus. 127 pp. 
a 83 x 53 . . .  . +. + Museum Press 15/- 
Rives Mr. Whitlock’s title is misleading, though not 
— intentionally or improperly so, because his book does much 
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more than tell the would-be farmer how he must set about 
becoming a farmer but gives him also a comprehensive 
view of the work he may choose or be compelled to do in 
general or specialised farming. The farmer’s problems as 
well as technique are fully debated in straight forward 
language and pleasant style, and as Mr. Whitlock 
undoubtedly has the qualifications for writing such a book 
no more need be said concerning its obvious merit. It is 
important to add, however, that at all points it provides 
useful references to organisations which can be of help to the 
novice farmer or to the farmer short of capital, and there is 
an exhaustive index of agricultural organisations, farm colleges 
and institutes, livestock societies, and so forth, the whole 
comprising an acceptable vade mecum. The photographic 
plates are excellent except for the rather pointless inset of 
a colorado beetle in a small glass case on p. 97 which might 
be any insect so far as the reader can see on that scale. 





Illustration by J. Kiddell-Monroe from Seven-League Ballet Shoes 
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Cottage Pie, U. Hourihane, 212 

Cousin Annabelle’s Christmas, K. 
O’Farrell, 294 

Cowie, L., The True Book About 
the Bible, 140 

Coxhead, E., The House in the 
Heart, 303 

Coy, H., Gold, 75 

Crisp, F., The Giant of Fembu 
Gulf, 141 

Crist, E. & R., The Secret of Tur- 
keyfoot Mountain, 141 

Cross, A., Thorvald’s Plan, 17 

Crowther, J. G., Six Great Engin- 
eers, 361 

a P., The Chestnut Filly, 
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Cumming, P., Flying Horseman, 84 
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Dahlia’ s Cargo, R. Pilkington, 221 
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337 
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Dale, N., The Game that Really 
Soest, 130 

Dale, N &'y Pied Piper of Med- 


Dangerous "Trades, G. Hogg, 147 

Daniell, D. S., The Boy They 
Made King, 285 

Danielsson, B., Terry in the South 
Seas, 142 

Dark, E., Lantana Lane, 165 

Das Lagerkind, C. Niese, 207 

Das al ohne Wiederkehr, F. 
Muhlenweg, 207 

Davis, R. & Ashabranner, B., The 
en, Whiskers, 278 

a = . L., Circus in the Snow, 


Devilish, P., The Race for Gowrie 
Bay, 343 

Dawn is my Brother, R. C. Wil- 
liamson, 239 

De Angeli, M., Black Fox of 
Lorne 


, 344 
De Angeli, M., The Door in the 
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Dead Man’s Folly, A. Christie, 89 
Deere, A. C., Nine Lives, 165 
oe M., Along Came a Dog, 


Delius, A., The Young Traveller 
in South Africa, 217 

Denk, P., Ring O’Roses, 210 

Der Geziéhmie Falke, B. Bartos- 
Hoppner, 23 

Derniers Contes du Chat Perché, 


M. Aymé, 20. 

ee Ae , La Canne de fonc, 

Diamond Seekers, H. Heidgen, = 

Dick und Dalli und die Ponies, U 
Bruns, 24 

Die Kinder vom _ Hollatal, L. 
Stratil-Sauer, 24 

Die Rote Lady, A. Muller-Tanne- 
witz, 275 

Diessel, H., German Girl in Eng- 
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Dillon, E., Aunt Bedelia’s Cats, 13 
Dillon, E., The Singing Cave, 142 
— Houses, W. Earnshaw, 
218 


Discovering the Heavens, I. O. 
Evans, 218 

Dog that Marched to Moscow, E. 
A. Gray, 146 

Door in the Wall, M. De Angeli, 
343 


Dooz, J. M., Foulard Noir, 202 
Dragoman Pass, E. Williams, 27 
Dragon in Danger, R. Manning, 
135 
Drei im Hurrikan, H. Radau, 275 
Duggan, A., me Fathers, 166 
Durer, BE. Ri ley, 80 
Duty Free, Gaite, 166 
Dymoke, J., The Orange Sash, 91 
Eager, E., Magic or Not?, 285 
Eager, E., The Time Garden, 71 
a, W., Discovering Houses. 
18 


Earth is ‘Your Spaceship, K. V. 
Bailey, 338 

—_ My Friend, P. Townsend, 
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Easter Meeting, E. Waud, 360 
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Elephant Road, R. Guillot, 219 

Ellacott, S. E., Rockets, 143 

End of Term, A. Forest, 76 

aa, A. . 

Enright, » The Sea is All 
Around, 3 

a, D. W., Big Ride, 85 

Estes, E., The *Moffats, 345 

Estes, E., Pinky Pye, 144 

Ets, M. H., Mister Penny’s Race- 
og hag 

Euller, J., Arctic World, 300 

Evans, it. O., Discovering the 
Heavens, 218 

—— Mark, E. Hargreaves, 
30 


Exploits of Don Quixote, J. Reeves, 
294 


Explorers of the New World, K. & 
J. Bakeless, 227 

7 Gendre L’Hippopotame, 

Fables, J. de La Fontaine, 212 

Falkner, F., The Aqualung Twins 
and the ‘Iron Crab,’ 76 

— H., That Rascal, Fridolin., 


Family Gold Rush, H. Sinopy, 223 

Fantastique Expédition Star, Ch-L. 
Souvelier, 330 

=e as a Career, R. Whitlock, 


Farming the Land, V. Bonham- 
Carter, 361 


Faucher, P., (see Bosiger, E.), 273 
Felsko, , Portraits of Wild 
Flowers, 362 


Fenton, C. L. & M. A., Riches 
from the Earth, 76 

8 Be Mystery in Florence. 

Ferguson, R. D., Man from St. 
Malo, 228 


Few Quick Ones, P. G. Wode- 
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Fiori, a Prairie Rebels, 287 
First’ Ment & H. Goldman, 228 
First Under the North Pole, W. R. 
Anderson, 283 
~— Bushel Farm, E. Coatsworth, 


ir none 4 A. The Sea Broke 
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Pletcher, H. Sy V., High Pastures, 











 ¥ from a Shadow, N. Kent, 


Flight into Danger, J. Castle & A. 
Hailey, 25 

Flight of the Small — A. 
Eiloart & P. Elstob. 

Flowers for Poor ay *. Mans- 
bridge, 230 

— Horseman, P. Cumming, 


Foote, G., Merrily on High, 346 

Forest, A., End of Term, 76 

Forton, J., Cantemerle, 328 

Foulard Noir, J. M. Dooz, 202 

Founding Fathers, A. Duggan, 

Fountain Overflows, R. West, 96 

Foxendale Farm, F. Kitchen, 149 

Foxy-Boy, D. Severn, 156 

Franceschi, J., (see Lareda, A.), 273 

—— H., His Father’s Son, 

Fresh News from Sherwood, D. 
Suddaby, 223 

M. G., Ching-Ting and 
the Ducks, 211 

Friday’s Tunnel, J. Verney, 

Friend Among Strangers, E. 
Jewett, 350 

ae the Beginning, P. Lynch, 
220 

From the Cave to the City, P. 
Lynch, 220 

Fry, R., Lucinda and the Sailor 
Kitten, 211 

Gaite, F., Duty Free, 166 

Game that Really Happened, N. 
Dale, 130 

Garland, R., Lighthouses, 145 

Garland, R., The Little Forest, 72 

— H., Secret of the Rocks, 


Garve, .. A Hero for Leanda, 303 

Gaskin, C., Blake’s Reach, 92 

Gass, I, y Glance at Heraldry, 346 

Gate in the Wall, D. Rice, 356 

Gebhardt, H. Von., Hannes mit 
dem Schlussel, 207 

Gebhardt, H. Von., 6 Kinder u. 
der Mickdermack, 274 

Genevoix, M., The Story of Rey- 
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German Girl in England, H. Die- 
ssel, 206 

Giant’ of fembu Gulf, F. Crisp, 
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Gibbs, W., The Two Doctors, 235 

Gideon’s Month, J. J. Marric, 26 

Gideon’s Staff, J. J. Marric, 237 

Glance at Heraldry, I. Gass, 346 

Gobbling Billy, D. James, 236 

Gold, H. Coy, 75 

Gold of the Snow Geese, P. 
Knight, 151 

Golden Land, J. Reeves (Ed.), 13 

Golden Pharaoh, K. Bruckner, 138 

Goldman, I. & H., First Men, 228 

= American Witch, P. Bacon, 

Goonesena, G., Spin Bowling, 162 

a F., The Story of jesus, 

Grahame, K., The Wind in the 
Willows, 279 

Gramatky, H., Sparky, 211 

Grandma Went to Russia, A. 
Ridge, 304 

Gray, E. A., The Dog that march- 
ed to Moscow, 146 

— Slippers, Saint-Marcoux, 


Grey, E., Pat Macdonald: Sales 
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a aa E., The Captain General, 


Griffiths, H., Moonlight, 218 

Griffiths, H., Wild and Free, 85 

Griffiths, R., Children of Pride, 166 

Grigson, G., The Ch Tree, 347 

Grimm, The Sleeping Beauty, 334 

Grimm’; Fairy Tales, retold by A. 
Williams-Ellis, 133 

Grimm, L’Oiseau d’or, 205 

Gringolo, L. Koenig, 330 

= and the Bear, R. Guillot, 
4 

Groves, G. V., Space Travel, 146 

Guillemin, A., Ann and Peter in 
Brittany, 292 

Guillot, R., Elephant Road, 219 

a R., Grishka and the Bear, 
4 

Guillot, R., The White Shadow, 
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48 
a - J., Meet Southern Africa, 
Hailey, A., (see Castle, J.), 25 


oe Pig, C. Hough, 13 
Hand in the Bag, M. Macalpine, 
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Hannes mit dem Schlussel, H. Von 
Gebhardt, 207 

Hargreaves, E., The Ever-Fixed 
Mark, 303 

Harnett, C., The Load of Unicorn, 
349 

Harris, P., Music at Pendragon, 77 

Hazards of the Deep, S. Rogers, 26 

Heidgen, H., The Di Seek- 
ers, 363 
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Henry Purcell and his times, E. 
Vipont, 83 

- Red Rackham’s Treasure. 
34 

——_ The Secret of the Unicorn, 
34 


Hero for Leanda, A. Garve, 303 
Herr der Dune, R. Naujok, 331 
High Pastures, H. L. V. Fletcher, 


91 

High Sang the Sword, E. O’Fao- 
lain, 294 

Himalaya Venture, F. Kolb, 237 

Hinkers-Kutscher, R., Un prodigi- 
eux gamin Mozart, 205 

His Father’s Son, H. Frankland, 
91 


His was the Fire, S. Styles, 238 

Hodder-Williams, C., Chain Re- 
action, 235 

Hogan, I., Twin Kittens, 13 

Hogg, G., Dangerous Trades, 147 

Holmes, P., Mountains and a Mon- 
astery, 92 

Holmes, W., She was Queen of 
Egypt, 147 

Honour, A., Ten Miles High and 
Two Miles Deep. 148 

Hopfinger, K. B., The Boys’ Book 
of Motors, 287 

Hough, C., The Hampshire Pig, 13 

Hourihane, U., Cottage Pie, 212 

House in the Heart, E. Coxhead., 
303 

—_ of the Swan, E. Coatsworth, 
16 


House with Roots, B. Willard, 299 

How the Mole got his pockets, E. 
Petiska, 69 
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Hunted King, L. Meynell, 289 
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I was a Pirate, A. Richardson, 80 

In Quest of the North-West Pas- 
sage, L. H. Neatby, 87 

Inland Waterways, L. T. C. Rolt, 
154 


Instructions to young Ornitholo- 
gists, J. D. Macdonald, 230 

Instructions to young Photograph- 
ers, H. Rogers, 231 

Into the Wind, M. Van Nes, 87 

Irving, ba Woodwork Step by 
Step, 

Isabelle, S. Boland, 328 

Izzard, R. & M., Smelling the 
Breezes, 236 

James, D., The Gobbling Billy, 236 

james and the Robbers, P. Clarke, 
130 

James without Thomas, G. Avery, 
14 


Jarvis, M. A., Your book of diving, 
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feremy Smith to the Rescue, D. 
Smee, 
Jewett, E. M., Friend 
Strangers, 350 
-— the Changeling, P. Lynch, 
352 


Jones, ae Men of Letters, 148 

Jonquille, N., Monsieur Lune et 
ses pi 273 

Jordan, H., Spoiling for Mischief, 
93 

Judah, A, Miss Hare and Mr. Tor- 
toise, 134 

Judah, A., The Pot of Gold ana 
Two Other Tales, 279 

a * and Lakshmi, N. Mitchison, 


Kalnay, F > Se 77 
Kashtanka, Chekhov, 209 

Kastner, E., Avhen I Was a Little 
Boy, 236 

Kemp, R., You can’t Fight with 
Catties, 149 

am N, Flight from a Shadow. 


Killer Dog, M. Edwards, 286 

Kitchen, F., Foxendale Farm, 149 

Kleine Sampan, Chow Chung 
Chen, 330 

Knight, F., Captain —- and the 
Treasure of Spain, 1 

Knight, M., es an Handling 
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Knight, P., The Gold of the Snow 
Geese, 151 

» Gringolo, 330 

Koenig, r Timba, 330 

Kolb, F., ‘Himalaya Venture, 237 

Krasilovsky, P., The Very Little 
Girl, 280 

La Canne de fonc, A de Vigny, 23 

—_ P., The Conquest of Air, 
3 

La. P., The Conquest of Fire, 


La Zen. J. De., The Fables, 


Lamb, L., Cat’s Tales, 280 

Lamb, H, The Willing Heart, 93 

Lame Duck, R. Armstrong, 227 

Lamplugh, L., Rockets in the 
Dunes, 

Land and fou of Brazil, N. 
MacDonald, 

Land and People. of Israel, R. A. 


Lands and Peoples of Paraguay 
and Uruguay, G. Pendle, 292 
Lane, J., rr of the Castle, 94 

Lansing, A Endurance, 363 

Lantana Lane, E. Dark, 165 

Lantern Bearers, R. Sutcliff, 297 

Lareda, A. & Franceschi, J.; Sidi 
Safi, 273 

Larsen, E., Sir Vivian rue, * o- 

Lenski, L., Prairie School, 

Les Compagnons de ttAre. i... 
Bourliaguet, 22 

Les Compagnons de la loue, Jean 
Valbert, 274 

Les Contes du Chat Perché, M. 
Aymé. 202 

Les Oiseaux de la Nuit, E. Bosiger, 
et P. Faucher, 273 

Les Sept Voiles de mon Bateau, M. 
D. Poinsenet, 329 

Les trois Z et leur chien, C. Mak- 
uszynski,* 205 

Lespi, E., Silvana, 329 

— L., Shirley Goes Travelling, 
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Liers, E. E., A Beaver’s Story, 151 

Light Blue Hills, G. Mitchell, 289 

Life of Sir Alexander Fleming, A. 
‘Maurois, 167 

Light Cakes for tea, E. Trefor, 96 
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Lighthouses, R. Garland, 145 
i H. A. (see Tinsdale, N.B.) 


a of Attack, M. Bourguignon, 
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Lion and the Unicorn, H. Bau- 
mann, 277 

Lion’s Whiskers, R. Davis & B. 
Ashabranner, 278 

—_ Big-Feather, J. Longstreth, 


Little Forest, R. Garland, 72 
—_ Hedgehog, G. Ruck-Pauquet, 


Lloyd, M., One Summer Term, 
220 


Load of Unicorn, C. Harnett, 349 
L’Oiseau dor, Grimm, 205 
ee, J., Little Big-Feather, 


Lords and Ladies, W. Mantle, 94 

Lost World of the Kalahari, L. 
Van der Post, 95 

Love with Paprika, M. Molnar, 168 

Lucinda and the Sailor Kitten, R. 
Fry, 211 

Lunt, A., Secret Stepmother, 86 

Lussier, B., One Woman Farm, 167 
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Lynch, P., The Black Goat of 
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P., Finny the Changeling, 


Lynch, P., The Stone House at 
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MacAlpine, M., The Hand in the 
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—. E., Revolt in the West, 


MacDonald, J. D., Instructions to 
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MacDonald, N., Land and People 
of Brazil, 292 

Mackenzie, K., Parliament, 353 

— Bes This Happy Morning, 
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McNeill, J.. The Sunken City, 281 
McNeills at Rathcapple, M. E 
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MacVicar, ae Red Fire on the Lost 
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Magic Sea-Shell, M. J. Baker, 333 

es C., Les trois Z et leur 
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arshall, 89 
Man from St. Malo, R. D. Fer- 
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as. R., Dragon in Danger, 


Manning-Saunders, R., A Bundle 
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Marric, J. J., Gideon’s Month, 26 

Marric, J. J., Gideon’s Staff, 237 
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354 

sr - re W., The Scarlet U 
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Fleming, 167 

Mayne, W., The Thumbstick, 152 

3 Southern Africa, J. Gunther, 


Men of Letters, H. Jones, 148 

Mérimée, P., Colomba, 329 

Merrily on High, G. Foote, 346 

see, L., The Hunted King, 
28 

Meynell, L., Monica Anson: Travel 
Agent, 231 

— L., Nurse Ross takes over, 


Milne, A. A., The World of Chr’s- 
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Miss Hare and Mr. Tortoise, A 
Judah, 134 

Mister Penny’s Racehorse, M. H. 
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Molly Cottontail, E. Caldwell, 130 
Molnar, M., Love with Paprika, 
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Mon Gendre L’Hippopotame, Ezo, 
328 


Monica Anson: Travel Agent, L. 
Meynell, 231 

Monsieur Lune et ses Amis, N. 
Jonquille, 273 

Moonball, U. M. Williams, 17 

Moonlight, H. Griffiths, 218 

Moore, P., Rockets and Earth Sat- 
ellites, 19 

Moorehead, A., No Room in the 
Ark, 237 

More about Paddington, M. Bond 
277 


More. Animals from Everywhere, 
C. Webb, 282 

Mountains and a Monastery, P. 
Holmes, 92 

Muhlenweg, F., Das Tal ohne 
Weiderkehr, 207 

Muller-Tannewitz, A., Die Rote 
Lady, 275 

Murder of an Owl, G. Carr, 89 

Murphy, J. S., Ships — How they 
were Built, 355 

Music at Pendragon, P. Harris, 77 

Music Makers of today, P. M. 
Young, 21 

od in Florence, E. Fenton, 
34 


Nano, F. C., Sweden and her 
Sainte-Héléne, A. 


Nash, M., While Mrs. Coverlet was 
Away, 334 

Nathan, R., So Love Returns, 95 

Napier, M., Woman’s Estate, 238 

Nature Invents. Science Applies, 
R. Bethers, 209 

——. R., Derr Herr der Dune. 


Nautilus 90 North, W. E. Ander- 
84 


son, 
Neatby. L. H., In Quest of the 
North-West Passage, 87 
New Mayflower, A. Villiers, 224 
Nicholas, W,, The Pennor Mine 
Mystery, 221 
Niese, C., Das Lagerkind, 207 
Nine Lives, A. C. Deere, 165 
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No Room in the Ark, A. Moore- 
head, 237 

Noble Hawks, U. M. Williams, 163 

Norman and Henry follow the 
Trail, A. C. Wilson, 360 

a? M., The Borrowers Afloat, 
90 


— Ross takes over, L. Meynell, 
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= P., The Unknown Shore, 

68 

Occupation for Kay, N. Martin, 20 

October Story, R. Martin, 354 

O’Faolain, E., High Sang _ the 
Sword, 294 

O'Farrell, K., Cousin Annabelle’s 
Christmas, 294 

Ogburn, C., Big Caesar, 355 

Old Pony, D. Clewes, 70 

Oliver, J., Queen Most Fair, 364 

One of the Family, M. Scott, 238 

One Summer Term, M. Lloyd, 220 

One Woman Farm, B. Lussier, 167 

Onion Man, A. Ross, 337 

Orange Sash, J. Dymoke, 91 

Osborne Collection of Early Child- 
ren’s Books, J. St. John, 67 

Pantaloni, Bettina, 68 

Pardoe, M., Argle’s Oracle, 79 

Parliament, K. MacKenzie, 353 

Parrak — The White Reindeer, I. 
Borg, 277 

Pat Macdonald: Sales Assistant, 
E. Grey, 229 

Patchett, M. E., The Call of the 
Bush, 356 

Pearson, R. H, A Seal Flies By. 
304 

me and the Pilgrims, L. Cook, 
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Pendle, C., Lands and Peoples of 
Paraguay and Uruguay, 292 

Pennor Mine Mystery, W. Nichols, 
221 

Penny and the Pageant, A. S. 
Tring, 160 

People and Power, K. Savage, 364 

Pepe on the Run, E. Allen, 129 

Periwinkle, H. Bourne, 130 

Peter’s Busy Day, A. S. Tring, 130 

Petiska, E., How the Mole got his 
pockets, 69 

Phelps, M., Pico and the Silver 
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de mon Bateau, »* 
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Pot of Gold 7 Two Other Tales, 
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Red Stranger, D. Stephen, 232 

Reeves, J., Exploits of Don Quix- 
ote, 294 
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John, J., The Osborne Collec- 
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Scott-Moncrieff, A., Auntie Robbo. 
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